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Southern Report –  

 
Midlands Military Meet and Rendezvous 2014 
 Last November the fourth MMM&R event was held in conjunction with our partner Arms Collectors 
Guild of Tasmania and support from a number of other groups. The weather was perfect and the 
participation from various clubs, dealers and various Federal and State Departments was up from the 
previous event. The event was opened by MHA Guy Barnett. 
 
I should like to acknowledge the support given to the event by the Management Committee; 
Andrew Harvey, Iain Pinkhard and John Green -  Arms Collectors Guild 
Nicquel and Troy Walker - MILCOLT  
Meaghan Grice - Dance 
Honni Cox Miss - Military Meet competition 
Tony Eagling -  Defence Transport Heritage Group 
Harry Dreyer - DTHG and ACG 
Rob Wilkinson -  
Neil Louis - Evandale History Room 
 
Unfortunately income was down from last event due in part to reduced visitors and some costs 
associated with a new TV advertisement and transport of the container that was funded by an Events 
Tasmania grant. Not withstanding most of the dealers reported good sales and indicated they would be 
back. The budget is still in the black and the Committee will be conducting a debrief in February to 
review the event. 
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One big attraction this year was the Miss Military Miss Competition which attracted entries from not 
only Tasmania but also Victoria. A judge from Sth. Australia also attended and he will be writing up the 
event in a magazine that has an Australia wide audience with people interested in the Forties Period. 

 

 
 

Phil and John at MMM&R 

 
 

Finish Line event for First Sydney – Hobart yacht across line 
            
 
North Western Report – Steve Wilson 
 
Hello, firstly I must apologise as this is my first report to the editor for inclusion into the 
magazine. When we started the sub-branch at the Wynyard RSL (2013), we had less than ten 
in attendance. I was not there as I was in Melbourne for medical reasons and my lovely wife, 
Sharon, took the first meeting, which was a success. This has grown into a very successful year 
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for the sub-branch throughout 2014 with our meetings been on the first Thursday of every 
second month with meals at 6:00pm and meeting proper starting at 7:00pm till RSL close time. 
We now have approximately 30 people on our books, members, applying to be members or 
have been a guest, with some of them returning and now applying to be a member. I must 
thank the members on the Northwest for their support and a special thanks to those people that 
go out of their way to promote the sub-branch. 
 
I would like to also make mention of our late member Ron Freeman. Ron was in attendance 
from the start and was always at our meetings, unless he was away overseas on holiday. He 
would always send me an apology if he could not attend, even from the other side of the world. 
His advice and help during meetings was a great asset to us all.  

 
Ron was a lifelong shooter and collector who was a founding member of the Arms Collectors 
Guild of Tasmania. His early days were spent around Royal George where the family farmed 
around 18,000 acres.  He was schooled at Grammar in Launceston and later farmed at 
Bishopsbourne where his collection grew.  Interestingly he said a lot of the firearms he 
acquired there were confiscated or surrendered firearms passed on from the local 
constabulary.  Something your local bobby wouldn’t be doing today!  He later owned and 
operated businesses in the Burnie/Wynyard area where he lived.  Ron was a dedicated Rotarian 
and had a passion for travel, which he did regularly.  He joined the NW branch of MILCOLT 
at its inception and was a regular attendee at meetings.  He was keenly interested and still 
actively collecting at the time of his death.  Ron was a true gentleman respected by all and will 
be sadly missed.  Rons partner Liz has passed on her thanks for the card forwarded by 
MILCOLT. A kind gentleman that will surely be missed.   
 
Our meetings a little different form the southern branch, starting with a Australian military 
history reading, concentrating on local Tasmanians.  We have a mystery item passed around 
throughout the meeting, and at the end of the meeting we have a general guess most of the time 
to identify the item.  
 
Our show and tell session always bring out something of interest, we have had, antique 
swords, military uniforms and headdress's, ammunition and projectiles, firearms from muzzle 
loaders bolt action rifles, including military and non-military rifles shown. Again I would like 
to thank everybody that has provided these, and at times these items are extremely rare and 
expensive, for show and that most people would not normally have the opportunity to see, let 
alone handle these items. 
 
Our future as a sub-branch is very good. We have a great venue, allowing members to have a 
meal and enjoy the appropriate beverage to wash it down. I hope this tradition will continue for 
2015. Our attendance is an average of 15 members at meetings. We anticipate and have been 
planning a extra meeting which will be a range day activity, which has had a few hiccups last 
year, but hopefully it will happen this year.  
 
Finally, I would also like our current members to encourage other like minded people out there 
to come along to a meeting this year, bring a friend or mate and hopefully we can grow as a 
club and continue to increase or membership and friendship throughout 2015.   
 
I would also like to wish everybody a happy new year for 2015 and see you at the next 
meeting.   

cheers 
Steve Wilson, NW Sub-branch 
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Dates to remember 
1 Jan 1902  Victorians repulse Boers at Onverwacht, 1956 First exchange of fire by 

Australian soldiers in Malaya, 1863 Emancipation Declaration by President Lincoln 
2 Jan  1943  Buna captured 
3 Jan  1941  6th Div attacks Bardia 
4 Jan  1942  Japanese air attacks at Rabaul where Tasmanian’s manning coastal artillery 
5 Jan  1945  HMAS Australia damaged by Kamikaze attack 
8 Jan  1958  Last of Royal Australian Regt. return from Korea 
9 Jan   1916  Evacuation of Cape Helles 
14 Jan  1942  8th Div. contact Japanese at Gemas 
17 Jan  1917 4 Sqdn AFC sails 
18 Jan   1871 Second German Reich proclaimed at Versailles 
20 Jan  1942 6 RAAF Wirraway’s attack over 100 Japanese aircraft over Rabaul 
22 Jan 1879 Zulus annihilate the 24th Foot and supporting arms at Isandlwana, 3 VC’s 

awarded 
26 Jan  1945 Borneo death march begins 
28 Jan  1881 Boers defeat the British at Laings Nek 
30 Jan  1942 Japanese land on Ambon and attack 2/21st Bn AIF 
1 Feb  1943 First Australians depart Middle East to defend Australia 
4 Feb  1917 Harry Murray wins VC at Guedecourt, France 
8 Feb  1942    Japanese invade Singapore 
13 Feb  1946 34th Brigade (BCOF) sail from Morotai for Japan 
15 Feb  1942 Singapore surrenders, 1898 Spanish- American war begins, lasts 112 days 
18 Feb  1941 Aust. 8th Div. arrives in Singapore 
19 Feb   1942 Darwin bombed 
20 Feb  1887 Triple Alliance between Germany, Austria and Italy 
27 Feb 1942 HMAS Hobart damaged by air attack in Java Sea, 1881 Boers defeat the British 

at Majuba Hill 
28 Feb  1942 HMAS Perth sunk in Sunda Strait 
  
 
 
 
 
Militaria Column –   
 
WARNING TRIP LIGHTS THAT ATTACH TO PATTERN 1907 BAYONETS - Steve Wilson 
 
Australian WW2 Battery operated early warning trip light which attaches to a Pattern 1907 
Bayonet.  
Made with a brass body painted green. Operates on a 4.5 V battery with two small torch globes 
fitted. Has a pull/toggle switch next to the lens to activate the light. 
 
The light is fitted to the bayonet and then pushed into the ground. The fine trip wire is attached 
to the switch and then ran out to a tree.   
 
The trip wire shown is a 50 yard spool in a metal tin, a plain steel spool and a jungle green 
painted spool. Tags attached shown with both sides. 
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It is complete apart from the batteries. 
The item came from a mainland military equipment supplier last year.  
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This is an English WW1-2 period Torch Electric Signalling MkIII made by G.E.C. Witton in 
1923. This could either be attached to a Pattern 1907 Bayonet or with the keyhole style fitting 
on the rear, eg into a post/fence.  
 
Made of a brass body painted black. Operates of a battery pack with 1 small torch globe.  
There is a small electrical post at the top which the electrical connection/cable is attached 
when in use. The round disc holder (red lens) is on the front which has a small clip to hold 
pressure on the lens when not in use. This lens would have had a small string attached so as it 
could not be lost. The red lens and string is missing. 
 
The battery pack is also missing which would clip into the bottom of the light.   
The item was found at a antique store in Melbourne late last year.   
 

 
 

Front face with bayonet stud  
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GEORGE PRIESTLEY - John Lennox 
 
Some years ago I acquired some books belonging to George Priestley, an early settler of Westbury. 
Include was the below copy of a portrait of him that is probably still in a family home in Tasmania. 
 
 
  
 

 
 

 Born Gibraltar 22 Mar 1826 
 Son of Lt. (and Adj.) Priestly, 43rd Monmouthshire Regt. 
 1849 Ensign, Royal Newfoundland Company  
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      (5 years) 
 1854 Lieutenant (29 Dec), South Connaught Rangers  
 1862 Captain (10 Jun) 
 1872 Major (India) 
 1849 Ensign, Royal Newfoundland Company 
 1855  88th Sth. Connaught Rangers (Grenadier Company) Crimea, Medal with clasp 

Sebastopol, also Sardinian and Turkish Crimea Medal and Mention in Despatches 
 1857 Indian Mutiny, Siege of Lucknow and Calpee, Indian Mutiny Medal with clasp 

Central India 
 1873 Launceston 
 1874, Settled at Westbury, Connaughtville, 1700 acres 
 JP, advocate for free trade, free education, centralised police 
 1887 Member of a Board of enquiry into Tasmanian Defence Force 
 1895, nominated Mr Aikenhead for the seat of Tamar, 1 Feb 1909 

 
Royal Newfoundland Company 
 

 Began as a  Royal Veterans Company in 1824 
 Throughout the period 1824-1862 the Regiment strength seldom exceeded 400. The 

main duties often tended more to the civilian side than the military. In addition to 
common guard duties, the Regiment also played a significant role in fire fighting, port 
signalling service and assisted the civil power in the absence of a local police force. 
Guards were mounted at Fort William, Fort Townsend and Signal Hill. During the 
winter months it was not uncommon to find sentries frozen to death from the extreme 
weather. Even more tedious was the constant work parties which were formed to 
complete the various military fortifications around the town of St. John's (Forts William 
and Townsend) 

 
88th Foot Regiment (later the Connaught Rangers) 
 

 Service in Crimea, Sebastopol, Alma, Inkerman and the Redan 
 Bengal, Central India 
 Amalgamated with 94th Foot in 1881 

 
Heraldry Column – Uniforms, badges, medals, helmets 
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Webbing Column – John Lennox 
 
PackBoard (Aust.) 
 
During World War 2 the US Army had a packboard the Official name of which was Yukon Pack 
Board1. 
This was later superseded by the Pack Board Plywood which was also used in Korea. 
 
Clearly the Yukon Pack Board influenced Australian Military authorities and the Australian Army 
Ordnance Memorandum No 7 (September 1943) announced the adoption of a similar Pack Board. I am 
aware of three versions of this Pack board being used by Australians in the Pacific campaign. 
 
Version 1 
 

 
J. Lennox Collection 

 
This version closely resembles the US Army version but has kahki webbing straps and olive green 
should pads. The load is tied on to the packboard by means of the hooks on the wooden side bars. 
 
 
 
Version 2 
 

                                                 
1 Army Service Forces Catalogue, Government Issue Collectors Guide US Army ETO – Henri – Paul 
Enjames 
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J. Lennox Collection 

 
This version has an extension on the canvas back pad that has a kahki webbing strap sewn to each side. 
This wraps around the load which are buckled at the top. It would appear that this version was used to 
carry “soft” loads such as bags of rice or flour. 
 
Version 3 
 
This version which is illustrated in the Army Ordnance Memorandum is a cross between Version 1 and 
2. The canvas back pad is attached to the wooden frame in the same manner as V2. On the rear of the 
frame are two steel right angled brackets which support the load which is held to the frame by two kahki 
webbing straps that are bucked at the top. This frame has four wooden cross boards rather than the three 
shown in V2. The steel brackets are attached to the lower two boards. The marking on this packboard is 
?ANEVA?  Pty. Ltd. Melbourne 1943. 
 

 
 

2 March 1945 Golden Stairway New Guinea Version 2 
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Bottom of Golden Staircase filling water tins 2 March 1945 

 
 

 
This image shows the US Pack Board Plywood being used on Hill Sardine Korea  

by Mortar man Private Bennett 3 RAR 
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Arms Column -  
 
Edged Weapons Column - 
On 28 August 2014 the ADF announced that Other Ranks of Commando Regiments are to be issued 
with an Australians Army Stiletto (AAS) for wearing on ceremonial orders of dress. The AAS will be 
worn in lieu of a bayonet. 
 
The AAS is marked on both ricasso’s, one with the double diamond and the other side with a broad 
arrow. The blade is blued and the cast alloy grip black.  The AAS is serial numbered on the cross guard 
and personally issued to qualified commando’s. The knife is all black and carried in a black leather 
sheath.  
 
It is also marked TX 2156 which is the service number of MAJ Harry Harcourt’s in recognition of his 
service as a Commando. 
 
It closely resembles the Whittingslowe Engineering and Gregory Steel stiletto’s of WW2. 
 
For images of the AAS; 
www.australianmilitaryknives.com/aasreborn.html 
 
For a brief history of MAJ HARCOURT 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harry_Harcourt 
 
 
Artillery Column -  John Lennox 
 
NOMENCLATURE: 12 Pounder BL ARMSTRONG 
 
This Gun was one of two purchased by the Government of Tasmania for use by the Southern Tasmania 
Volunteer Artillery around 1880. At this time Tasmania’s artillerymen had three types of pieces 

 Field Artillery  
 Mountain Artillery 
 Siege Artillery 

All of which allowed the men to develop experience with a range of pieces other than fortress guns 
which was unusual for the Australian Colonies. 

 
The guns were numbered 3886 and 3887. This gun is the only survivor (no 3887). It is not clear when it 
was disposed of but it was shown on the Inspection Return dated 23 – 27 January 1902 at the time 
when all military stores were being handed to the Commonwealth.2 It was made by the Elswick 
Ordnance Company, had an interrupted screw breech and was fired by a friction tube. 

 
 

LOCATION Maker Date Nature and 
Designation 

Calibre 
inches 

Mark Register 
No 

EFC3  Carriage and 
slide 

HOBART  
date of Inspection 23rd – 27th January 1902 
Drill Yard 
 EOC 1881 BL 12pdr 3 I 3886, 

3887 
118  
116 

Field with 
limber 

                                                 
2 Inspection Report J. Lennox Library 
3 EFC =Equivalent Full Charge, number of rounds fired at full charge or parts thereof adding up to 1 
full charge 
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STVA Training at Drill Yard (Lennox Collection) 
 
The Southern Tasmania Volunteer Artillery used this gun  as part of the combination of guns that the 
Tasmanian Government purchased for defense of the Colony. When one looks at the above table the 
number of EFC’s fired indicates that a substantial amount of training was with the field artillery pieces. 
Training occurred at regular Easter Encampments which began at Mona Vale in 1885 and which were 
held in various parts of Tasmania in the years following. Volunteers came from various parts of 
Tasmania to participate in these annual events. 
 

 
 

STVA Training at Ross (Military Museum of Tasmania) 
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After Federation this gun was allocated to, 

1903 6th Military District, No2 Tas. Bty. AFA 
1906 No 1 Tas. Bty. AFA 
1912 Saluting Battery, Domain 
1913 Ordnance Store4 
 

 
 

Saluting Battery Queens Battery Hobart (Dennison Heritage Collection) 
 

It is not certain when the gun left Military service but it is believed to have ended up in the hands of 
Francois Fouche of Old Beach who in turn sold it to Richard Cains who left it with Fouche. Whilst Mr 
Cains was serving in Viet Nam the gun was disposed of to Mr. Ben McKay, MLC who donated the gun 
to the Cambridge War Memorial. It is believed the gun at that time was complete with its limber5. 

 
The Gun remained at the Memorial until the Defence Department traded a 25 pdr Field Gun for it in 
1976 when the writer then at Hobart Workshop Platoon, Dowsing’s Point restored it. At that time, it 
was on its limbers wheels as the original wheels had rotted and collapsed6. The original hubs had been 
removed and put in a shed. In 2010 an original hub and the ratchet band from the other wheel were 
recovered and The Department of Defence had both wheels restored in the UK in 2011. 
 

                                                 
4 Information supplied by K. Glyde 
5 Personal Communication from Mr R. Cains, Old Beach 
6 The wheels currently fitted appear to be 2nd class B No.25 Wheels,  Early British Quick firing 
Artillery, Len Trawin 
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Hub when located, note ratchet brake band (Lennox collection) 
 

This gun was one of the first guns produced to control recoil by simply locking the wheels by 
means of the ratchet to prevent its rearward movement. The side effect of this was to place 
undue stress on the axle however this was overcome by installing a bracing stay from the 
carriage to the axle which included a box with a 1 inch square spring. 
 

 
 

Bracing Stay with spring box 
 

The gun was able to use four types of ammunition, common, shrapnel, segment or case shot using a 4 ½ 
pound charge. 
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The above two images from  
Instructions for 12Pdr Rifled Breech Loading Armstrong Gun and Field Carriage and Limber 

 
The restored gun can now be viewed at Anglesea Barracks, Hobart. 
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Tasmanian War Memorials and Honour Boards – John Lennox 
 
Bothwell, Tasmania 
 
This is a most unusual War Memorial in that each of its faces has sun dials on them. 
 
Note the memorial had the names of 29 men on it and the other plaque indicates 110 enlistments in 
District. 
Bronowski’s Tasmanian War Record indicates 755 people in District, 79 enlistments and 24 killed 
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Image from Dennison Heritage Collection 

Note the MG08, Serial No 2995  
and  

MG08/15, Serial No 186 - Captured at Polygon Wood, 12th Bn. 20 Sep 17 
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Book / Film Reviews and Useful websites 
 
One Shot Kills – a history of Australian Army Sniping, Glenn Wahlert  
and Russell Linwood, 2014 review J. Lennox 
 
This is the latest in the Army History Unit Series, Australian Army Combat Support No 2. 
 
Card Cover, 236 pages it retails for $20 and can be obtained from Dymocks. 
It has a short history of Sniping from the American War of Independence through to the Boer War 
before it explores the Australian experience of sniping, our sniping arms as well as those used by the 
enemy from WWI to the current day.  Whilst it is not a definitive book such as Ian Skennerton’s, “The 
British Sniper” it has an Australian focus and is directed to educating our current service men and 
women. None the less it has much to offer a collector with many accounts of our snipers in action. 
 



 24

It has many black and white images as well as colour.  In all, well worth the price and the read. 
 

 
 
www.lighthorsemuseum.com.au 
 
 http://arms2armor.com/Firearms/firearms.htm 
 
http://www.arms2armor.com/index.htm 
 
 
 
Club Notes 
Meetings 
 
SOUTHERN BRANCH 

 – all General Meetings at 7.30pm at the Glenorchy RSL 
            -  all Committee meetings the previous Wednesday at 6.45pm at Glenorchy RSL 
 
11 FEB  Steve Denholm will present on his visit to War and Peace 2014  
11 MAR 
8 APR 
13 MAY 
10 JUN  Waterloo Presentation, Bring items relative to the battle 
8 JUL  
12 AUG 
9 SEP 
14 OCT  AGM 
11 NOV 
9 DEC 
 
Re Enactments 
Contact Kelvin  04380  51349 for further info for all events 
 
31 JAN   Sorell Summer Festival, Pattern 53 and Brown Bess 
 
9 FEB  Royal Hobart Regatta 6 Pounder cannon 
 
15 FEB Open Day Bluff Battery 1400 – 1700, Cannon Firing 1500, STVAS Uniforms, T Webb 

Co ordinating 
 
20 FEB Hobart First Settlers Floral Tribute, Hunter Street Memorial,  Brown Bess Muskets 
 
 
 
 
NORTH WESTERN BRANCH 
 

-All Meetings first Thursday of every second month with meals at 6:00pm and 
meeting proper starting at 7:00pm till RSL close time. 


