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Southern Report    
 
In recent months we have been arranging the Annual Hobart Antique Arms and Militaria Fair and have 
had some issues with Firearms Services, Tasmania Police as a result of last years event. 
 
The new requirements are, 

 that all attending Firearms Dealers must have a Trade away Premises permit 
 All Collector displays of firearms must have an Exemption from FAS for the event display 
 No pre 1900 black powder shotguns can be sold by an individual. They can only be sold by a 

dealer notwithstanding they do not have to be registered or held on a licence. The rationale is 
the general public will think they are modern proofed shot guns. 

 We now have to employ 2 x armed security guards. In our meeting with FAS they wanted to 
know who they were to judge if they were fit enough to protect the Fair. It was pointed out that 
as they are licensed fitness is not an issue and would be seen as discrimination. 

 All owners selling pre 1900 Firearms that do not chamber commercially available ammunition 
must note the firearms details in a note book and the purchaser and make the notebook available 
to a Police officer on request. 
 

Some of these requirements are outside the requirements of the Firearms Act and we intend have some 
discussions with both major political parties in relation to these ex officio requirements. 
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North Western Report  
 
Hello again from the Northwest. Firstly I would like to say that it is very pleasing that we are 
back at the Wynyard RSL for 2016 which has a better atmosphere with access to the Museum 
room and the meals have been excellent so far.  
 
As previously mentioned some members have joined the Smithton Rifle club, which now gives 
us a venue that we can go and do some plinking. This has led us to have our very first range 
day which was held on Saturday 13 Feb 2016. 
 
Some members have joined the club, changed their gun licence and have changed some gun 
categories to allow this to occur, which in-turn enabled other members to view some of these 
old timers been fired and to see some of the old timers firing as well, and they know who they 
are!!  I would like to also thank those that stayed in the butts and ran the targets all day. 
The day was sunny, not too hot and thankfully we had a light wind to cool things down a bit. 
There were over 12 people in attendance for the day, with many shooting and some just there 
to have a look. Guns shown on the day were dated from WW1 to some modern target rifles. 
Some took the advantage to sight in their deer rifles before the deer season. 
  
I would like to thank Stephen T. for assisting in the organising of the range day and hopefully 
this will become an event that we can repeat in the near future.  
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On a sad note, I would like to pass our condolences to Brett Targets family for their 
loss. Brett was in the motions of joining the NW branch, but due to his sickness was 
unable to attend a lot of our meetings. Only a few days before his passing was our 
meeting, even though he was extremely sick, he still sent an apology for not been able 
to attend the meeting.  
I would again like to thank everybody that contributes to the 'show and tell' at our 
meetings. The items that have turned up at previous meetings have been extremely 
interesting and very informative to those attending. So please keep up the good work 
and thanks to those that continue to bring items long to share with us all.  
So for now, cheers and hope to see you at our meetings in 2016 with our meeting 
dates are now listed in the news flash area of the web page.  
 
Steve W. 

 
 
Militaria Column  
 
The following images of the model for the third figure for the National Boer War Memorial have been 
provided by the sculptor Louis Laumen. 
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8 October 1917 

(Image courtesy Dennison Heritage Collection) 
 
 

Military Camp at Wivenhoe Showgrounds 
From 1916 the Senior Cadets were called up for Compulsory Annual Training at camps at Burnie, 
Western Junction (near Evandale) and at Mona Vale. There were a few cases where those failing to 
attend at Burnie were charged and in addition to fines were sent to the Western Junction Camp for 

detention. 
 

 
 
 
 

Kitcheners Visit to Hobart 1910 
 
In a previous Edition of Cannon Fire (Vol 32 No 5) the impact of the train wreck on Lord Kitcheners 
visit to Tasmania to inspect the military forces was touched upon. The below images of his arrival in 
Hobart and departure from Launceston will be of interest. 
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LORD KITCHENER 
Arriving in Hobart 5th February 1910 

Receiving a Salute from the Australian Garrison Artillery 
 

 
 

Note the elaborate cast iron portico at the entrance to the Hobart Railway Station. 
 

 
 

Lord Kitchener departing Launceston 8 February 1910 per the Loongana for Melbourne 
With him is the Premier of Tasmania Sir Elliott Lewis and Mayor of Launceston Mr Oldham 

Clearly the seaman was not overawed by the company. 
 

(Images courtesy Dennison Heritage Collection) 
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French Model 1825 Cuirass – Richard D B 
 
The model 1825 cuirass (armour designed to protect the torso and generally consisting of a 
breastplate and a back plate) photographed below was made at Klingenthal a small village  in 
the region of Alsace in the East of France close to the German border (Klingenthal meaning 
“The Valley of Blades” in German).  A state owned armoury was setup there in 1733 to 
produce swords (for which it is best known) and armour.  The area was chosen as it had iron 
mines, abundant wood for charcoal and sandstone for grinding blades.  In 1815 there were 600 
men employed there making swords but in 1836 the French government decided, for security 
reasons, that it did not want an armoury so close to its border and the operation was sold into 
private hands.  The new owners continued making sword blades and agricultural tools until 
1962.  The closure as a state owned armoury proved prudent as Germany invaded and took 
control of Alsace in 1870 and it remained under German control until 1918. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Breastplate – front, side and rear views 
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The model 1825 cuirass differed from earlier models in that it was made from welded multi-
layered steel (not iron) meaning it was much lighter and offered more protection from musket 
balls.  Manufacture was done in batches of one hundred.  Three of the lightest breastplates 
were selected from each batch and each of these was subject to 3 rounds from the Model 1822 
musket at a distance of 40 metres.  If no balls pierced the cuirass then the whole batch of 100 
was accepted.  The back plate is of much lighter construction than the breastplate.  Missing is 
the liner from both plates but the lugs can be seen in the photos where this would have 
attached.  The leather on the shoulder chains is missing as is the leather waist belt which was 
attached to back plate and fastened at the front of the breastplate with a conventional buckle.  
The French maintained the cuirass right through the 19th century in a number of models and 
variations, some quite decorative.  
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Backplate – front, side and rear views 
 

 
 
 

 
Below are the markings from the back plate.  The model 1825 cuirass was manufactured in 
three sizes and two widths.  The photos below show the designation for the back plate. 

 

 
Manuf re R ale  de Klingenthal  8 bre 1834 



 13

Manufactory (Royal) of Klingenthal October 1834 
 

 
2T  2 L  No 1931 

2nd of 3 Sizes (Taille)   2nd of 2 Widths (Largeur)   Batch No. 1931 
 
 

 
 
Heraldry Column  
 

 
 

Australian brassard 
17 Ghurkha Division Headquarters 

Malaya and Labuan 
(John L Collection) 

 
In the years prior to Viet Nam, Australia provided both units and individuals to Malaya 
as part of its commitment to SEATO.  The 17th  Division was actively involved in 
suppressing the Communist Terrorists (CTs) in Malaya and was by some commentators 
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regarded as the best prepared British Division since WW11. The Division was later 
(1964) relocated to Labuan, Borneo as a result of the Confrontation with Indonesia. 
 
Their supporting artillery included 102 Battery, Royal Australian Artillery which was 
imbedded in the British 4th Light Regiment RA. The above brassard would have been 
worn 1964 – 1966. 

 
 

 
Webbing Column – John L  
 
Water Bottles and their Carriers in Australia 

 
Part 2- 1903 – 1940 
 
Bottle Water, Enamelled Mk VI (“Pattern 1903”) and Carrier Mark II 
Commonly referred to as the Pattern 1903 Water Bottle this in fact was not the case. The water bottles 
history is blurred. There is no doubt that the Pattern 1895 influenced its design as could have a Naval 
water bottle introduced in 1893. This latter bottle was described in the List of Changes No 7270 as 
enamelled iron without loops, covered with felt, with plug, stopper and washer.  
 
The Carrier Water Bottle Mark I was introduced in the L o C 11460 dated 7 Dec 1901 with subsequent 
entries over the following year noting changes to the carrier. The L o C No 11769 dated 26 May 1903 
noted that the carrier was to now to be riveted together rather than being sewn. At this point the Mark I 
carrying strap was adjustable but could be separated from the water bottle carrier. I have not observed 
any of these carriers in Australia. 
 
The Mark II carrier differed in that the carrier strap could not be removed from the water bottle carrier. 
This is illustrated in the image below. The Carriers maybe found with Commonwealth Government 
Harness Factory (CGHF) makings as well as with various unit markings and occasionally regimental 
numbers ( I have one with an SX prefix indicating later use).This carrier survived into World War II as 
it continued to be used by mounted troops after Infantry adopted the Pattern 1908 Equipment.  

 
When the Pattern 1903 Bandolier equipment was introduced (L o C No 12389) there was no mention of 
a water bottle however all the other components were described. Bottle Water Enamelled Mk. VI was 
introduced at this time and replaced some earlier variants. The spout was of the same form and size of 
the 1895 Water Bottle as was the cork stopper. Like the previous Marks it was covered with a felt cover 
and the stopper was attached to the cover by a cord sewn in at the seam. The length of this card was later 
extended to 18 inches. Here in Australia this water bottle was to remain in service up until the mid 
1960’s although in its latter years it was issued only to Cadets having been replaced by the M1956 
Equipment (and associated water bottle) for the regular army. 

 
Water Bottle “P 03” 

                                                 
1 Gunners in Borneo 1962 – 1966 Alan H Smith 
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Water Bottle with Mark II carrier 
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This image of an Unknown Soldier shows the  
Water Bottle and Carrier 

 
 
 

Officers (Sam Browne) Water Bottle? 
 
This water bottle was found in Tasmania and has no marking which is not unusual for Officers 
Equipments which were often privately purchased.  The Dress Regulations 1900 only indicate a few 
items for the Sam Browne (Belt, Braces, Sword Frog and Steadying Strap (sword hilt)). By 1918 other 
items were added in the L o C (Pistol Case, Ammunition Pouch) however there were other items that 
Officers could purchase (Water bottle, Great coat carrier and Binocular case) all of which vary in style2 
as there was no L o C entry to govern manufacture.  
 
The bottle is covered with kahki felt and is able to be attached to the Sam Browne belt by means of the 
brass spring clips which might be clipped to the Sword Frog “D’s” in the absence of the sword. The 
clips are riveted to a leather strap. 
 
The rear of the water bottle is flat and the front curved. To open the cap is turned with in its hinge to 
permit the locking stud on the spout to align with the internal recess. 
 
 

                                                 
2 In the Cameron Collection, Army Museum Tasmania there are examples of all of the mentioned 
items. Cyril St Clair Cameron served in a number of British Regiments, the Afghan War, the Boer War 
and WWI along with AMF postings before and after WWI. 
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Carrier Water Bottle Pattern 1908 
 
 With the introduction of the Compulsory Military Service Scheme in 1909 there was a need for a large 
quantity of Equipments to provide to the expanded Australian Military Forces. As a result Mills 
Equipment Co. Pattern 1908 was purchased. A subsequent order was made with the company just prior 
to WWI and these Equipments were used to fit out the AIF. Pattern 1908 Equipments are getting harder 
to find in Australia and when they do turn up will often have stencilling indicating use by one of the 93  
Battalions. 
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There are a number of variations in Water Bottle Carriers for the Pattern 1908 Infantry Equipment other 
that the British including Canadian, New Zealand and Australian variations. The Australian Pattern is a 
combination of the 1st and 2nd variations (British). The body of the carrier is the same as the 1st pattern 
however the “V” water bottle securing strap is the same as the 2nd variation.  
 

 
This image of a 91st Bn. (Tasmanian Rangers) Soldier 

The battalion markings can be seen on the strap on his left. 
Note the left should protector to prevent soiling of the uniform when carrying the rifle 

at the Slope Arms position 
 
 
At the rear of the Australian variation carrier body is a separate strap sewn to the carrier body at the 
bottom. It is able to be passes through a web loop sewn to the horizontal top strap and held in place by 
this loop when the carrier is worn on the side as in the below image and the Haversack attached to the 
other side of the equipment as in the above image. 
 
When the Haversack is carried on the back (in lieu of the Large Pack) in Battle Order the water bottle  
carrier can be attached to the rear of the haversack. The separate strap passes through the loop on the 
haversack flap, through the loop on the rear of the carrier and is then passes through the buckle at the 
top of the haversack. 
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Haversack 2nd variation with loop and buckle for attaching the water bottle carrier 
Note this haversack stencilled  

91st Inf.,  
M.E.CO. 1911  

and also  
D↑D  

CMF T 
 

 
 

This image of 40th (Derwent Infantry) circa 1930 shows what could be 
the first 1908 pattern Water bottle carrier but more than likely in the 
 Australian Pattern Water Bottle Carrier with the “v” securing straps. 
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Carrier Water Bottle Modified 
 
The L o C 24092 on 6 June 1921 announced a modification to the securing strap which in the 3rd 
variation was sewn at the rear and secured on a press stud located at the centre front of the horizontal 
strap around the water bottle.  
All new carriers would now have two short straps and the securing press stud was now located above the 
shoulder of the water bottle(male on one and female on the other). 
 
All issued carriers were to be modified either regimentally or by RAOC when stocks of straps became 
available. 
 
The example illustrated has no markings. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Front view of Carrier 
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Rear view of Carrier 

 
Carrier Water Bottle Australian Pattern 1915 
 
With the outbreak of World War I and the need to equip the AIF most of the Mills Pattern 1908 Infantry 
Equipment was diverted to that purpose. Australia did not have the capacity to manufacture woven 
webbing and the M.E. Co. was struggling to meet British demands. 
 
As a result the Pattern 1908 was made locally using leather with some indications that this may have 
began prior to the start of the war. The nomenclature of the Australian produced leather equipments is 
not fixed and it has been referred to variously as Infantry Equipment Australian Pattern 1915, Pattern 
08/15, Infantry Equipment Australian Pattern (Leather) among others. It was used overseas and was 
reissued in World War II. 
 
A variation of the Water bottle Carrier exists which is a copy of the previously described Australian 
variation of the M. E. Co. Web Equipment 1908 Water Bottle carrier.  
 
The leather was found to slip (when wet) in the open Twigg buckles used on Mills Equipments and this 
problem was overcome by using buckles with a tongue. The carrier is a copy of the 3rd variation of the 
M. E. Co. Carrier. 
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Arms Column  
 
Benjamin COGSWELL Gun maker, 224 Strand, London 
 
I was recently asked about a B Cogswell revolver that a regional Museum had donated to their 
collection. The Museum suppled the two below images which show a spur hammered percussion 
revolver with the top strap engraved, 

B Cogswell 224 Strand London 
Reg No. 63/589 Registered 16th November 1852 
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Records indicate Benjamin Cogswell, Pawnbroker, operated at 4 Bengal Place, New Kent Road, London 
from  1770-1842, Gun & Pistol Warehouse (successor to Edward Benton) but moved to 224 Strand 
London in 1842-56.  In 1863 Benjamin Cogswell (Jnr.) entered into a partnership with Edward Harrison 
and became Cogswell & Harrison, which is still in business today. 
 
It would appear that he made a variety of pistols over that period including muff pistols, pepper boxes 
and large bore percussion belt pistols with captive ram rods before producing revolving chambered 
pistols of various types. 
 
 
The below bar hammered revolver was featured in the Australian Antique Arms Auction May 2015 and 
featured a ring trigger. Due to its condition it realised $160. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

The below bar hammer Revolver has the top barrel flat marked "B. COGSWELL 224 STRAND, 
LONDON" and the lower barrel flat is stamped with the letter "P." The 6-shot cylinder has numbered 
chambers and alternating British proofs between the chambers. The frame and spur trigger guard are 
floral scroll engraved with the hammer featuring a floral engraving. The engraved butt cap has a 
compartment. Fitted with chequered grips. It sold in 2013 for US$800. 
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Edged Weapons Column  
 
Australian V-44 Bowie Knife – Robbie T 
 
Recently one of our sharp eyed members spotted the below V-44 bowie knife at an auction and was the 
successful bidder. 
 
During WW2 variations of a V 44 bowie bladed knife were made for private purchase by Australian and 
US soldiers. It is known the V-44 knife 3 and they were issued to RAAF as survival equipment. A 
number of variations have been noted and although similar all recorded examples have different style 
grips and sheaths.  This example recently purchased at an auction has all the hall marks of the type 
although not having any makers mark or military mark it is noted in Flook’s text book and that example 
had a broad arrow on the sheath. The book notes and illustrates at least 8 other variants. The owner 
would like to hear from any collector who has a like example and maybe contacted through the Editor. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

                                                 
3 See British and Commonwealth Military Knives , Ron Flook - 1999 



 25

Artillery Column - John L 
 
Naval 12 Pounder SB Howitzers 

 

The brass 12 pounder was introduced into British Service in the 1820’s. They were to be used 
in batteries with the 6 pounder brass gun. There were four different versions cast. The army 
versions are identified by the absence of a breeching loop and the inclusion of a second 
reinforce ring. All except one version were 6 ½ cwt although there are some variations in 
weight. The gun was cast with Dispart sight4 at the muzzle and a Gomer chamber. 

Three types of chambers were used in mortars in British service; the cylindrical (A), conical 
(B), and spherical (C). Note “a” is the bore and “c” the chamber. 

 

 

The Gomer Chamber which is named after its inventor is shown at “B” above. Its advantage is 
that it applies equal pressure to the whole of the lower half of the spherical projectile and there 
by reduces the risk of the projectile breaking up. Its disadvantage is that it throws the projectile 
a lesser distance that either of the other two chambers. 
 

The two 12 pounder SB howitzers at Anglesea Barracks are naval pattern both having the 
breeching loop on the cascable and the second reinforce ring has been turned off5. In naval 
service, this gun could be used in boat service or landed on field carriages. There were 
normally two howitzers on first to sixth raters (naval warships) and one on each smaller vessel. 
The rear sight was affixed to the first reinforce. The Eardley Wilmot gun is 6cwt 12 pounds 
and the Eccles gun 6cwt 24 pounds6.  

The field carriage from close examination of the only known photograph of the gun in use 
would appear to conform to the pattern with the exception that there are no axletree boxes 
fitted 7. This may have been a naval modification. 

 

                                                 
4 Difference in diameters of the barrel at muzzle and at breech. The foresight cast so that tip equal to breech diameter. 
5 British Smoothbore Artillery:  A Technological Study, D. McConnell 1988 
6  25 pounds = 1 quarter; 4 quarters = 1 hundredweight (cwt); 1 kilogram = 2.2 pounds 
7 British Smoothbore Artillery:  A Technological Study, D. McConnell 1988 
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12 pounder SB howitzers on display at Cornelian Bay c.1880 (above) manned by Southern 
Tasmanian Volunteer Artillery 

 

Colonel F. Eardley Wilmot was appointed Superintendent of the Royal Brass Foundry in 1855 
and succeeded Eccles. During his tenure a new method of creating the moulds for brass guns 
was introduced. A reusable mould cast in iron was produced8. 

What is unusual is that some time after c.1933 the original wheels have been replaced with 
wheels from a later period. This date is based on a photograph of an officer taken at Anglesea 
Barracks in that year in which the gun features in the background with the original wheels. 

Much has been written about these guns in the past, which is incorrect or only partially so9 
Defence files10  have correspondence from 1951 to 1970 trying to establish the history of these 
howitzers. Brigadier Dollery even wrote to the Royal Navy at Woolwich (UK) but the replies 
were not fully illuminating. They were, however, much closer to the fact than some of the later 
correspondence which made much of the alleged Scottish connection repeated in the booklet 
“Guns of Anglesea”.  

What is known is that four 12 pounder SB brass guns came to Tasmania. The two at Anglesea 
Barracks are naval pattern as outlined above. The other two, which are located at Launceston 
Church Grammar School, are British army pattern in that they have been cast with a second 
reinforce ring and without breeching loops. All were used by the Tasmanian Volunteer 
Artillery along with the other types shown in the following table11. 

 

                                                 
8 British Smoothbore Artillery:  A Technological Study, D. McConnell 1988 page 24 for details of this 
method. 
9 File 1015/IT/3 Histories and Restorations of old guns and cannons, Military Museum of Tasmania, 
Report Apr 1971, unnamed writer with fanciful account on how guns stolen by Black Watch from 
HMS Sirius in 1811, markings filed off and field carriage made. 
10 File 1015/IT/3, Military Museum of Tasmania 
11 Extract from Handbook for the Tasmanian Artillery Volunteers, (Range tables of Field Service Guns 
and Howitzers at present in Tasmania) compiled by R. H. Eccleston, Staff Sergeant Instructor in 
Gunnery RA 1868 published by James Barnard Government Printer, Tasmania 
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Type of gun Weight of Gun (cwt/qrs) 
6 pounder gun 6  0 

12 pounder howitzer 6  2 
24 pounder howitzer 13  0 
32 pounder howitzer 17  2 

 

 

Both guns are marked on the vent T ^ G. This indicates ownership by the Tasmanian Colonial 
Government. This marking is common on a variety of equipments, firearms and other 
miscellaneous military items. It began to appear in the late 1860’s. Prior to this the British 
Government provided equipment at no cost but the equipment remained the property of the 
home Government. At this time arms and accoutrements were marked either T^V (Tasmanian 
Volunteers) or with a variety of markings indicating use by a particular unit.  

Given the dates of manufacture of both guns 1855 (Eccles) and 1856 (Eardley –Wilmot) it is 
considered that this report is referring to the Anglesea guns. Further research of the budget 
papers in the State Parliament library is required to confirm this. 

Some years ago a pamphlet “The Guns of Anglesea” was produced by Defence Public 
Relations. In relation to these guns it gives some emotive details in relation to an incident that 
is known as the “Chiniquy Riots” as well as some other incorrect information12 

In 1879 a de frocked Catholic Priest; Pastor Charles Chiniquy came to Tasmania and gave a 
number of public lectures, which inflamed sectarian animosities13 . Governor Weld using the 
provisions of the Volunteer Act 1878 called out the Volunteers to provide support to the Police 
and Special Constables who had been sworn in should the situation get out of hand. Some 439 
Volunteers paraded at the Macquarie Street Drill yards on 27 June 1879. All marched to the 
Barracks, the four Detachments of Artillery pulling two 32 Pounders and two 12 Pounders. 
Drills were performed and the infantry issued with ammunition and marched back to the City. 
The Artillery were issued 3 rounds of canister for each gun and held in reserve. 

From available information these two guns were involved in the incident; however, apart from 
being drawn from the Macquarie Street Drill Yard (next the Royal Engineers building) to 
Anglesea Barracks they remained there when the Infantry were marched back down into the 
city.   

A letter from Mr CB Dwyer in 1951 to Brigadier Dollery suggested that these guns were used 
in mounting and dismounting field gun competitions at Garrison Sports events and that they 
were used to start the boat races at the Hobart Regatta.  

                                                 
12 The Guns of Anglesea  Captains Spencer and Roberts, undated. 
13 The Chiniquy Riots E. M. Dollery, 14 Nov 1960 paper presented to the THRA 
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The 12 Pounders at the Royal Hobart Regatta 

On the left is James CHISHOLM late Government Armourer and Magazine Keeper (L) and 
Gunner H COLLIS (R) 

Note Image mentions the Late J Chisholm which would indicate taken prior to his death in 
1910 

(Image Courtesy Dennison Heritage Collection) 

 
 
Tasmanian War Memorials and Honour Boards  
 
Hamilton District Memorial, Gretna 
 
To my mind the Tasmanian memorial that has the most unique location is that of the Hamilton District 
which is located at Gretna. There is a beautiful vista of the Derwent Valley from the memorial. It is also 
unique in that it was erected at the expense of an individual, Mrs J F Walker of Clarendon very shortly 
after Armistice Day. The property Clarendon is located on the banks of the Derwent River a little 
upstream and is accessed via a road of the same name originating at Gretna. 
 
It was unveiled by his Excellency the Governor of Tasmania on the 23rd November 1918. Although Mrs 
Walker constructed the memorial in memory of her nephews it also records the names of all those local 
men who died. 
 
What is also unique is that both her nephews appear not to be Tasmanian. A search has revealed that 
Guy Kennedy Davenport, Solicitor, enlisted in Sydney on 29 April 1915 and was perhaps motivated by 
the Gallipoli Landing. He was appointed Lieutenant and posted to the 5th Field Artillery Brigade. He 
was awarded his Military Cross for consistent gallantry at Pozieres for his reconnaissance and 
registration of targets. The award was gazetted on 29 December 1916. He was killed in action 18 April 
1917 and is buried at Vaulx Hill Cemetery near Bapaume. 
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There are no Australian Records for Lt. Arthur A O Davenport which might indicate he enlisted 
overseas. 
 

 
 
 

 
 

The Memorial from the Lyell Highway 
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Book Reviews and Useful websites 
 
Waterloo – the Aftermath by Paul O’Keefe 
Available Hard cover and Paperback 
 
Many books have been written about the Battle of Waterloo and explored in detail this momentous 
battle that reshaped Europe. At the end of the day 50,000 men lay dead or wounded along with some 
7000 horses. Most will be aware that the Allies remained on the battle field and the Prussians continued 
the pursuit of the fleeing French Grande Armee.  
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This book will enlighten the reader to the robbery of the dead, the subsequent disposal of the dead men 
and animals), the treatment of the wounded, the delivery of Wellington’s despatch to the King, the 
response to the victory in England, the occupation of Paris by the Allies, the political turmoil leading up 
to Napoleon’s abdication and attempt to escape to the United States and the repatriation of the many 
works of art stolen by Napoleon from various museums over the course of his reign. 
 
I could not put the book down and learnt much more about the battle and the subsequent consequences 
and ripple effect. Highly commended. A paper back edition will cost $25. 
Editor 
 
 

 
The Salamanca Castanets - a country dance from 1813 
The association between colonial life in Tasmania and the Peninsular Wars is a fascinating 
episode in Australian history. The 40th Regiment stationed in Hobart, and those who remained 
to settle, had a profound influence on the developing settlement, leaving a striking legacy 
which can now be experienced through this vibrant and memorable dance. 
  
The English country dance The Salamanca Castanets was published in Button and Whittaker’s 
Collection of Country Dances for the Year 1813. It is a captivating tune, which utilises country 
dance figures, whilst capturing and maintaining the Spanish exuberance. Its fascinating history 
still resonates in Tasmania. 
  
http://www.colonialdance.com.au/salamanca-castanets-2160.html 

 
 
Meetings 
 
Southern 
  2nd Wednesday each Month at Glenorchy RSL 
 
North West 

Jan - Thur 8th 
Feb - Wed 3rd 
Mar - Thur 3rd 
Apr - Wed 6th 
May - Thur 5th 
Jun - Wed 1st 
Jul - Thur 7th 
Aug - Wed 10th 
Sep - Thur 8th 
Oct - Wed 5th 
Nov - Thur 3rd 
Dec - Wed 14th XMAS meeting. 

 
Re Enactments 
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Our Gun Detachment at Bluff Battery Bellerive 
14 February 2016 

 
13 March 2016   Participation in Woodsdale Open Day 
 
16/17 April 2016  Hobart Antiques Arms and Militaria Fair, Royal Hobart Show Grounds 
 
25 April 2016   Participation in ANZAC DAY Sorell 
 
 24/25 September 2016  Medieval Festival Sheffield 
 


