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Southern Report  
 
Since the Last Cannon Fire The below has been received from TASPOL in relation to a number of 
questions that our Club posed to the Senior Officer conducting a review of the FAS processes, 
 
“Can I preface this response by acknowledging and conceding that consistency in interpreting 
the Act within Firearms Services is a constant challenge.  While we are presently trying to 
address this via a review of policy framework and procedures, the reality is that it will 
probably be a bone of contention for years to come.  Unfortunately the legislation is silent on 
many issues, ambiguous or contradictory in others.  This creates the situation where the 
decision-makers must apply a subjective interpretation, and legal advice must often be sought.  



 3

In respect to each of the issues you’ve raised in your correspondence, I’ve tried to provide an 
appropriate response, as follows: 
 

1.  Pre-1900 firearms at the Arms and Militaria Fair 
Pre-1900 firearms are covered under Commissioner’s Exemption No. 4 which was issued in 
1997 and covers ‘persons possessing firearms manufactured before 1 January, 1900, which are 
not designed to discharge cartridge ammunition or for which cartridge ammunition is not 
commercially available’.  The exemption does not over-ride every part of the Act; it only 
exempts the possessor from a) the requirement to hold a firearms licence, b) the requirement to 
register the pre-1900 firearm; and c) the storage and safekeeping requirements of Section 85 of 
the Act (note s.85 relates to Cat A&B only).  People who possess a pre-1900 firearm subject to 
this exemption are not exempted from any provision of the Act other than the three noted 
above, therefore acquisition, dealer transactions, etc must still apply.  The exemption is also 
subject to several conditions, namely that: 

 no ammunition capable of being fired by any such firearm is to be acquired, manufactured or 
possessed or stored on the same premises as the firearm 

 the firearm is not to be carried in a public place or a motor vehicle unless they are carried in a closed 
bag or container 

 owners must ensure the firearm is kept safely,  not stolen or lost, and do not come into the 
possession of a person who is not authorised to possess them. 
 
My perspective on this issue is that the Exemption creates a clunky, cumbersome arrangement 
that would be better dealt with by a change to the legislation that clarifies the requirements 
around pre-1900 firearms. 
 

2.  Licensed security guards 
Your point is noted and conceded – FAS do not have any legislative basis upon which to over-
ride the selection of a licensed security guard.  My advice is that FAS was not insistent that the 
particulars of the security guards were provided, but were merely trying to provide support and 
guidance to ensure sufficient measures were in place at the event so the firearms could be ‘kept 
safely’ (etc) in accordance with the condition of Commissioner’s Exemption #4 (as per the last 
dot point in Item 1).   
 

3.  Paying for a deposit/signing a contract for a firearm as an arrangement between individuals 
This practice is unlawful as is the practice of advertising a firearm for sale on a website by 
people who are not licensed dealers.  The Act clearly stipulates that only dealers can sell 
firearms (refer s. 11, 24 & 25), and ‘sell’ is defined (s.3) to include ‘barter’, ‘offer or attempt 
to sell’ and ‘expose for sale’.  This covers the practice you refer to and so makes it unlawful.  
While police may always use their discretion when determining whether or not a person should 
be charged, it is not appropriate for FAS and police to give out advice or encourage behaviour 
contrary to the law, hence the advice that appears to have been given. 
 

4.  Prohibited Firearms based on appearance 
The interpretation and application of Schedule 1 (6) of the Act as it relates to prohibited 
firearms based on appearance will not have any impact on current arrangements that are 
covered by an Exemption, eg: those situations you describe in your letter.  These arrangements 
will continue unchanged under the current exemption framework.  The issues relating to the 
broader application of Schedule 1 (6) of the Act meanwhile remain under review (by me). 
 

5. Definition of Pre-1900 firearms 
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I refer you to the information provided under Item 1 above, and highlight that Exemption 
number 4 only applies to: “firearms manufactured before 1 January 1900 which are not 
designed to discharge cartridge ammunition or for which cartridge ammunition is not 
commercially available”.    The only pre-1900 firearms affected by this are those for which 
cartridge ammunition is ‘commercially available’, in which case the firearm would need to be 
registered under the appropriate category and the owner licensed.  Legal advice on this issue is 
being obtained but I can assure you this will be applied fairly, reasonably and practically in 
accordance with the law and terms of the exemption. 
 

6. Moulded plastic half-models of firearms 
Under the Act the definition of firearm includes an ‘imitation firearm’ – meaning ‘an article 
of any material or colour that is a copy or reproduction of a firearm or has the appearance 
of a firearm and could reasonably be mistaken for a firearm.  I have not been able to identify 
the source of your advice on this issue, but can confirm for you that a plastic, half-model of a 
firearm mounted on a board and in a frame would not be considered a ‘firearm’ under this 
definition.  If the person you spoke to has received contrary advice then please have that 
person contact me to follow up directly. 
 

7. Heavy steel safe under the house 
The type of receptacle required depends on the category of firearm being stored in it.  Sections 
85 & 86 of the Act stipulate that Cat C, D and H firearms must be stored in a receptacle that is 
bolted to a wall or floor, and same applies to Cat A & B firearms if the receptacle (safe) 
‘weighs less than 150kg when empty’.  I cannot tell from your letter what category of firearm 
is being stored in the safe but if it is Cat C, D or H or under 150kg then it does need to be 
bolted, unless the licensee can demonstrate the storage arrangement is ‘of a standard not less 
than’ the requirements of the Act (refer s. 85 (2) and s. 86 (2)). 
 

8.  Hinges on the outside of a safe 
The Act requires that receptacles be of an ‘approved type’.  The Commissioner’s guidelines 
define what is meant by an approved type in terms of minimum requirements, as described on 
the attached page:  http://www.police.tas.gov.au/services-online/firearms/firearms-storage/.  
Generally speaking a storage receptacle should have internal hinges in order for it to be 
considered ‘not easily penetrable’ (s. 85 (1)(a)(ii) of the Act), however you are correct in 
saying that a safe with hinges on the outside can be considered compliant with the 
requirements if the licensee can demonstrate that the storage arrangements are ‘of a standard 
not less than’ the requirements of the Act.  This of course, requires a somewhat subjective test 
but we would welcome any practical suggestion as to how the policy could be worded to 
reduce the subjectivity around this issue. 
 

9.  Approved safes 
The Act refers to receptacles of an ‘approved type’ as mentioned under Item 8 above.  There 
are such a large number of safes and receptacles that providing a definitive list of what is in 
and out would be impractical.  Instead the policy describes the minimum standards as 
mentioned above. 
 
 
I hope this information satisfactorily addresses your concerns . Can I say that while I am sure 
that sometimes FAS staff might provide advice that is incorrect, opinion-based or misleading, I 
have also noted that people sometimes misinterpret advice they’ve been given or are 
responding to non-factual rumour and innuendo.  I suggest some (certainly not all) of your 
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sources have misinterpreted the situation.  The key issue with this is that we often hear ‘a 
member of FAS has said this or that…’ but we rarely get a name and can follow up with that 
staff member.  Please be assured if a member of FAS is giving out incorrect advice then the 
Inspector would like to know who it is so we can educate them and rectify the situation. 
          
 
 
North Western Report  

 
Hello from the best part of Tasmania, the northwest. Over the last few months we have been 
averaging 16 members and guests attending the meetings but the numbers have been down a 
little due to the really bad weather that we have all been experiencing across the state. Most of 
us up here are waiting for the good weather so as we can again attend the Smithton Rifle 
Range for another activity like we had previously, which was a very successful and enjoyed by 
all that attended. I think that the challenge has been thrown out there for some-sort of shoot off 
between Axis and Allies firearms.  
 
The people that continually attended over the winter period I would like to thank you for your 
attendance and we all had some very interesting show and tell items that were brought along to 
the meetings. I would like to encourage that we still bring those odd ball items in and that they 
don’t have to be military orientated.  
 
I would like to also take this opportunity to encourage all our members to seek out new and 
potential members to attend our meetings and to get them to join. If we don’t, as a club, we 
will not grow. This also brings new blood to the club and with that they bring new items and 
stories of interest to us all.  
 
Finally I would like to thank all members and guests for attending our meetings up at the 
northwest and hopefully our attendance will be back up to over 20 plus for each meeting 
during the next few months with the better weather and now that we are into daylight savings 
timings.  
 
Cheers 
 
Steve W.     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 6

Militaria Column  
 
From The Mess – Richard D 
 

 
 

An interesting item that may well have graced the dining table in the officer’s mess of a British 
lancer regiment.  It is a place card holder depicting a lancer demonstrating skill-at-arms, in this 
instance tent-pegging.  Tent-pegging is a cavalry exercise that has been practiced by mounted 
troops for hundreds of years, where small targets placed on the ground were to be pierced and 
carried away at the gallop by either sword or lance.  The name now encompasses a broader 
range of related sword and lance exercises and is believed to have its origin in the romantic 
notion of cavalry riding into an enemy camp in a pre-dawn raid, dislodging the tent pegs and 
collapsing the tents on the unsuspecting occupants.  The above depiction shows the lancer in 
follow through after successfully collecting the target.  (3 ¼” wide x 2 ½” high). 

 
 

 
 

The card holder is made of silver and from left the hallmarks are: 
1.  The makers mark - in this instance Samuel Jacob whose mark was first registered in 1892 
2.  The standard mark - which indicates the piece is of sterling standard or 92.5% silver 
3.  The city mark - identifying where item was assayed, the leopards head indicating London 
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4.  The date letter - identifying the year the piece was assayed, which was 1899 
 
 

 
 

Rear view:  Interestingly the main body shows a registered design number (lower left) which  
provided legal protection on the copying of the decorative elements of the design.  Records 
show this design was registered in 1896.  (A patent differs in that it covers the mechanics of the 
design of an item).  Note the two silver hallmarks on the stand.  When the primary piece is 
fully hallmarked, any pieces attached to it that are by necessity made separately, typically 
show only partial marks, in this case the standard mark and the city mark.    
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Detail of the registration mark and stand hallmarks as noted above.  Hallmarks have 
historically been struck with a punch but can now be applied by laser.  Making the punches 
would have been an exacting job given the small sizes required.  Forging hallmarks has always 
been and remains a serious offence. 

 
 

 
 

Front view with a card in place as it was intended to be used.  
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German POW camp Guidelines WW1 – Jeff C 
 
The below ephemera is most unusual as it is the hand written instruction of the German Fuhrer of 4 
Company, Engl Batt 1st Metz to the prisoners of war under his control. The right hand side of the 
document has a English translation. Note the mention of the POWs having to wear clogs in the camp 
and their leather boots when leaving camp on work details. 
 

 
 
Metz is located in Alsace-Lorraine which the Germans had captured in the War of 1870. In July 1918 
Monash had launched his attack on Le Hamel which is some 273 kilometres from Metz. 
 
  
Heraldry Column  
 
Tasmanian Police Badges and Buttons – John P 

 
Prior to 1898 when the Police Regulation Act was introduced Tasmania was policed by two types of 
police. The Municipal Police whose authority extended only to the boundaries of their Municipality and 
the Territorial Police who had authority across the whole of the State. 
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Each year the government set the Rural Police rate which allowed the funding of the Municipal Police. 
The Municipal Police were used for a variety of municipal purposes such as impounding stray animals 
and inspecting health conditions in public buildings such as hotels and inns. Both Hobart and 
Launceston had separate badges as City Police. 
 
Early badges were of the type below. 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Later some white metal badges were adopted with Municipal insignia such as that for New Norfolk  
shown below. 
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These service certificates were only issued to men of good conduct 
 

 A Territorial Police Badge 
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Webbing Column  
 
Two Colonial Knapsacks – John L 
 
1856 Knapsack 
 
A number of Knapsacks were introduced into British Service from 1815 to which the name Trotters 
Knapsacks have been ascribed including that below. John Trotter (1757 – 1833) was appointed the 
Storekeeper General about 1806. Previously he was the head of a firm supplying a variety of goods to 
the War Department.  
 
A Knapsack after a French design was adopted by the British Army in 1815 which was during his tenure 
as Storekeeper General. This Knapsack was replaced in 1830 by a series of six knapsacks the use of 
which overlapped. These all had several characteristics that were similar, 

 They were square in shape as all had an internal wooden frame that maintained a consistent 
appearance 

 All the frames were covered with canvas painted black and 
 All opened in a like manner 

 
All had variations in the shoulder straps. The 1856 and 1858 were the only variations with a wooden 
batten to support the shoulder strap. 
 
The below shown example is the second last variation before the Valise was adopted in 1871. 
 

 
 

The rear face of the Knapsack. Often this might have 
A regimental badge or number pained on it 
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Inner face with the buff leather “Y” shoulder straps  
(note upper portion of both shoulder straps not visible) 
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The inner means of closing the canvas cover over 
The wooden frame 

 
 
 

 
 

The bottom of the Knapsack 
Showing the shoulder strap hooks 

 
 

The end of the adjustable shoulder “Y” strap with the  
brass eye connected to the hook 
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Linen liner to canvas outer showing makers cartouche and  
Government mark 

 
All above images John L Collection 

 
 

 
 

 
1870 Valise 
 
This valise replaced the earlier knapsacks mentioned above and was the first of three variations of 
Valise (1870, 1882 and 1888). This valise hung from the braces and was located on the lower back when 
attached to the equipment. The rolled great coat when carried was attached to the braces above the 
valise. 
 
The below Valise is in the Collection of the Tasmanian Museum and Art Gallery (Ref No S1977.223) 
and all the images are courtesy of TMAG.  
The 1870 Valise Equipment was used by Tasmanian Colonial Forces. The cover image right hand figure 
shows the valise with the Mess tin strapped to the top and the rolled great coat above. 
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Front of the Valise 
The two upper leather loops allowed the Mess tin to be buckled 

to the front 
 and the lower leather loop allowed the mess tin to be buckled to the 

top of the valise with a buff strap that passed around the valise 
and through a loop on the inner side. 
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The inner side of the Valise.  
The top buckles attach to the braces and the two lower buckles 

To a steadying strap that passes under the arm pits on both sides and attaches to the braces at the front. 
This steadying strap has the effect of pulling the valise firmly to the buttocks to stop it bouncing. 

Note the wear mark of the circumferential mess tin strap 
 

 
 The Valise Opened 
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Arms Column 
Souvenirs or Trophies of War ? – Phil G 

 
Many interesting firearms have been brought or sent home from the battlefields of the major 
conflicts but probably none more so than WW1. Captured handguns would be a favourite due 
to their ‘compact’ size, and hence relative ease of ‘getting them home’.  
 
One such pistol is the Luger, Artillery Officers Model, serial number 5541, dated 1917. I 
would surmise it saw little service before the surrender of the officer to whom it was issued.  It 
is in perfect condition, all matching, including the holster.  
 

 
 

But how did it get here?  
 
Surrendered to Major Oliver Woods, MC, sometime in latter 1917 or early 1918 it is virtually 
impossible to pinpoint the battle with any certainty but much is known of his service record. 
Leaving our shores as a Lieutenant in 1916, he was quickly promoted to the rank of Captain. A 
respected and liked leader who led from the front; he was wounded at least three times, leading 
to periods of medical convalescence in England.  He was awarded the Military Cross for 
conspicuous gallantry and devotion to duty on the nights of March 1st, 2nd. 1917, but although 
wounded, he and his men overran the enemy trenches. Was this the incident where the Luger 
was surrendered? 
 
He was promoted to the rank of Major in July 1918, but sadly was killed in action on 
September 2 1918. Our local Military Museum at Anglesea Barracks has previously featured a 
display on Oliver, and has his medals, letters etc. Should anyone wish to ‘Google’ further 
information then military records show his full name as Augustus Oliver Woods and some 
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other records show Nicholas Augustus Oliver Woods.  Oliver was his preferred name and he 
was age 30 when he enlisted.  
 
 

 
 

 
 
The following excerpt is from The Weekly Courier, 10th. October 1918. 
Death has struck down another of our noble men in the person of Major A O Woods who 
enlisted as a lieutenant shortly after the war began. The late Major Woods hailed from Hobart 
but spent several years in this district (Scottsdale) where he worked as an ironmonger in the 
firm of Simpson Bros. The deceased was a fine upstanding man both in body and Christian 
character.  He took great pains in the training of boy scouts here.  The Major was several 
times wounded and on two occasions, strange to say, was picked up from the field of battle and 
carried into a dressing station by the late Corporal N Hookway son of our present warden.  
Major Woods was the only son of Mr Woods of Hobart the remainder of the family consisting 
of nine daughters.  The deceased soldier leaves a widow who resided during her husband’s 
absence in Queensland but there is no family as the major’s only child died in infancy.  Last 
Sunday night a memorial service was held in the Methodist Church here.  The deceased was 
an active member of that church. The Reverend David Lewis conducted the service. 
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Edged Weapons Column  
 
Martini Cadet Bayonet – Jeff C 
Jeff C has provided the below images of a well made bayonet for a Martini Cadet .310 Rifle. He located 
the bayonet in Tasmania and believes that it was probably locally made during WW2 for the Volunteer 
Defence Corps.  
 
If any body has any information in relation to this bayonet please let the Editor know. 
 

 
 

The pommel end is machined to slide over the metal fore end cap as well as the barrel 
Once fitted the lever id rotated to clamp the bayonet muzzle ring firmly to the barrel. 
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Artillery Column – John L 
 Iron 8 Inch Land Service Mortars 

 
At the main gates to Anglesea Barracks are two mortars that are now mounted in concrete 
replicas of their original wooden carriages. 

 
 
 

 
 

This mortar was introduced into service in the 1840’s. It was slightly heavier than its 
predecessor at 9 hundredweight (earlier weighed 7 ¾ hundredweight). It remained in service 
until as late as 18811. It is bored with a Gomer Chamber. 

Two pounds of powder could throw an 8-inch projectile 2400 yards at 45 degrees elevation.2 

The two mortars bear a plaque, which indicates they were used at the siege of Sevastopol 
during the Crimean War. The original wooden carriages were removed in the mid 1980’s and 
discarded and replaced with a reproduction concrete carriage. Unfortunately in the process 
some of the carriage iron hardware was discarded as well. 

 

                                                 
1 British Smoothbore Artillery: a Technological Study, David Mc Connell, Minister of the 
Environment, Ottawa 1988 
2 Handbook for Field Service 1867, 4th Edition, by Brigadier General Lefroy, RA, F.R.S. 
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Photograph of Mortar and Carriage taken in 1970 
The white sheet metal covers the socket for the drafting pole. 

 
Given that this Pattern of mortar remained in service until about 1880 it is possible that they 
may have been used at Sevastopol however this is not able to be confirmed. Certainly, the 
British Army used mortars of all calibers during the siege. 
 
What can be said, with some supporting evidence, is that both these mortars were issued to the 
Artillery Volunteers in Tasmania along with two bronze Coehorn mortars. 
Both types are shown on the Table of Ordnance in Tasmania along with accompanying range 
tables and diagrams of the various types of projectiles that could be used3,4,5.  
 

                                                 
3 Handbook for the Tasmanian Artillery Volunteers, compiled by R. H. Eccleston, Staff Sergeant 
Instructor in Gunnery RA 1868 published by James Barnard Government Printer, Tasmania 
4 This would explain the number of carcase frames in the Queen Victoria Museum and Art Gallery, 
Launceston 
5 See  Table 3 
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This unfortunately poor image  taken at Anglesea Barracks shows the method of transport of the 
carriage with wheels attached to the 

Carriage and a  drafting pole inserted in the front socket.  
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Tasmanian War Memorials and Honour Boards  
Jericho Cemetery 
 
Located in the churchyard at Jericho is a monument to members of the local Bisdee Family of Hutton 
Park 
 

 
 
Included on the monument is the name of one of Australia’s Victoria Cross recipients from the Boer 
War, John Bisdee who served in both the 1st and 2nd Tasmanian Imperial Bushmen and won his VC on 
the 1st September 1900 
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Book Reviews and Useful websites 

 
Club Notes 
  
Recently several of our collecting fraternity have been unwell including Richard Giddings and Dave 
Weltman. We wish them both well and hope their condition improvers. The Editor would also like to 
personally extend his thanks to all members for their good wishes during his post recovery at the Royal 
Hobart Hospital as a result of his accident. 
 
A reminder that our Club AGM is to be held on 12th October 2016 at the Glenorchy 
RSL. 
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Stephen Denholm who has been a supporter of our Midlands Military Meet and Rendezvous event 
sent me the image of the first water test of his restored DUWK. 

 
In light of recent rain events probably a prudent vehicle to own! 

 


