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Southern Report  
The Southern Branch have had good attendance at our meetings so far this year and as usual many 
interesting items have been brought along to share with fellow members. As usual our enthusiastic re 
enactor element turned out for a late night finish of the Sydney Hobart Yacht Race (see image below). 
Already requests are coming in for other functions and events. In the weeks ahead the annual Bluff 
Battery open day, Hobart First Settlers Annual Floral Tribute and the 1812 Overture at the Hobart 
Regatta 
 
The Annual Hobart Arms and Militaria Fair is fast approaching and the Sub committee are looking for 
your participation AND DISPLAY.  
 
Recently the Government announced that a State election is to be held. The Fishers and Shooters party 
have released their policy statement and subsequently the Libs have too in relation to Firearms. If you 
look closely you will have noticed that the Libs have adopted a number of the F&S party policies. 
 
The Libs a  bit worried me thinks.  
 
John L 
 
 
 
North Western Report 
 
 Hello to all from the Northwest of the state and a happy new year to you all. Well 2017 has 
been a very busy year for us up here.  Our major change is that we have moved from the 
Wynyard RSL due to restraints and conditions been applied to our meeting times by the new 
business owners of the facility and are now back at the Burnie RSL. We have a bigger and 
better room, great meals at good prices and far better service, which we all appreciate.  
 
We continually are having good numbers with an average of 20 members. we have had a few 
leave as they went interstate and just this year we have 3 new people applying to become 
members. This is great news indicating that we as a club must be doing something right.    
 
The year has been very interesting with many unusual items being brought along for us all to 
enjoy. We had one enjoyable night when the theme was that everybody had to bring something 
along from their childhood that meant something special. There was quiet a few laughs on that 
night.  
 
There was also one memorable night where there was several Victorian spoons being talked 
about, and two or three troublesome characters decided to add a normal table spoon into the 
mix, which was then circulated amongst us during the talk.  This was examined in detail by 
one of our members and it took a few seconds to realise that he had been duded, again there 
was plenty of laughter to be had by all except one. Thanks Hugh. 
 
Some people have attended the Smithton Rifle Range on invitation to sight in their hunting 
rifles and several members also attended and have enjoyed themselves, indulging in a BBQ 
and refreshments at the end of the day. 
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I would also like to take the opportunity to thank all members and visitors for attending our 
meetings. For some it is a bit of a drive to get there, but as we all know, it's well worth the 
effort.  I would also like to thank everybody for continually digging into those boxes and 
cupboards and finding that item to bring along to the show and tell. If it was not for you all, 
our meetings would not be as enjoyable. Keep up the good work.   
 
We have had a bit of a change for this year, we have an elected treasurer and secretary, which 
takes the pressure of me a bit. Again thanks to Stephen and Richard for volunteering.  
 
To finish up I again encourage members to put the feelers out to get new members, especially 
to encourage the younger ones. Without new people, the club will not grow and it also brings 
new life back into the meetings, which is always enjoyable.  
 
Have a happy and safe year for 2018. 
 
cheers 
 
Steve Wilson 
MILCOLT  
Northwest 
 

 
Militaria Column  
 
Proximity Fuzes Part 1 – John P 
 
At dawn over Guadalcanal in the Pacific on 5th January 1943, two Japanese dive bombers 
attacked the cruiser USS Helena and ran headlong into the future of warfare. Until that January 
morning, ships without air cover were sitting ducks. Anti-aircraft fire was frustratingly 
inaccurate. With ammunition that exploded on impact, even the best gunners had to fire about 
2,500 rounds on average to score a hit. Timed fuses that exploded a set number of seconds 
after firing worked a little better, but not much. 

 

"Almost no one ever hit an airplane with the old-fashioned fuses," recalled Dr. James A. Van 
Allen, the discoverer of the Earth's radiation belt (using German V-2 rockets after the war), 
who worked on fuses at the Applied Physics Laboratory of Johns Hopkins University during 
the war. "It would be just a sheer stroke of luck to hit anything." Then in his late 20s, Dr. Van 
Allen was made a Montgomery County deputy sheriff so that he could legally carry a .45 
automatic to protect secret shipments of experimental fuses on their way to area proving 
grounds. 

 

But the USS Helena had more than luck that morning. It carried one of history's first smart 
weapons. Anti-aircraft shells armed with Hopkins' new proximity fuse, an electronic device 
designed to detect its target and detonate if it flew within about 75 feet. That weapon was a 
closely guarded secret. Based on previous experience, the pilots of the nimble Aichi 99 
bombers may have felt they had the advantage as they screamed toward the Helena, but within 
ninety seconds, two gun crews, firing an estimated 50 to 60 shells, brought down both planes. 
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(Not all the shells fired had proximity fuses (at the time called VT or variable time fuses to 
hide their operation), but the ship's chief gunnery officer gave the new fuse credit for both 
kills). 

 

The proximity fuse obviously didn't have the awesome power of the atomic bomb, which 
helped shape global politics after the war. It didn't have the broad military and civilian 
application of radar. And it was veiled in secrecy for years after WW2 but many now think it 
was just as crucial to the Allied victory as the other two inventions. 

 

Ralph B. Baldwin of Naples, Fla., a scientist who worked on the fuse project and later wrote a 
book “The Deadly Fuse: secret weapon of World War II”  Presido Press 1980 about it, noted 
in his book:- 
“This is the real secret weapon of World War II. It shortened the war drastically. And at the 
end of the war the general staffs of Japan and Germany didn't know what had hit them." 

Proximity fused shells enabled gun crews to destroy hundreds of dive bombers, torpedo planes 
and kamikazes in the war in the Pacific. 

 

The first V-1 flying buzz bomb (V for Vergeltungswaffe or Vengeance weapon) was first 
launched against London on 12thJune 1944, just after D-Day. During the eighty days until the 
end of August 1944, an average of 120 V-1s a day were launched at England, resulting in 
about 5,500 civilians killed, 16,000 injured - many being women and children and 3 out of 4 
houses destroyed in the London suburb of Croyden. Because of the need to hide the use of this 
new fuse, the British 3.7-inch proximity fused anti-aircraft batteries against the V-1 rockets 
were sited on the coast firing over water (NB half crewed by women) and destroyed hundreds 
of German V-1 rockets in mid-flight over the English Channel. 

 

When the British secret service discovered the V-1 project at Peenemunde in April 1943 what 
was at first thought to be a target rocket, the launching sites were attacked. In March 1944 after 
some one hundred thousand tons of bombs were dropped on the launching sites (which cost 
nearly 450 aircraft and 2,900 pilots and crew) the Germans abandoned the initial massive 
launching sites for simple mobile launch sites, so camouflaged that it was almost impossible to 
detect them until they were launching V-1s.  In the few months preceding 12th June, the US 
Applied Physics Laboratory adapted the proximity fuse to the British 3.7 inch guns and 
modified the M9 radar gun directors to cope with the high speed of the V-1. As well, the 
German V-1 buzz bomb engineers made a fortunate mistake.  They did not use TNT in the V-1 
warhead which would NOT be detonated by the proximity shell splinters, but a highly 
sensitive explosive, very susceptible to proximity splinters. The later V-2 used TNT. 
Eventually the V-1 launch sites against England were captured by the D-day landed forces. 
The proximity fuse was 5 times more effective than timed fuses in the removing of the V-1 
threat to civilians and its efficiency improved with time. In the last four weeks of the V-1 
attack on London the anti-aircraft kill record was 4th week 24%, 5th week 46%, 6th week 67% 
and 7th week 79%.  

 

Ass the Allied armies moved across France towards Germany, their supply line expanded to 
500 miles. The rapid British action in capturing intact the Port of Antwerp on 24th September 
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1944, make thirty miles of wharves and fuel storage facilities capable of moving over 100 
million gallons available to the Allies. After this mistake, the Germans were then determined 
to destroy Antwerp, principally with V-1s over a 154 day period, using about 4,900 V-1s. 
Many were inaccurate landing in the sea, but some 2,200 were destroyed over Antwerp with 
only about 200 reaching their targets, with only 32 killed and 298 wounded. This initiative 
reduced the Allies supply lines by about 400 miles. 

 

The SCR-584 Radar picked up the V-1 at about 20 miles out, with only three minutes to bring 
it down, often without it being seen by the gun crews. Then the Germans tried a new tactic. 
Instead of coming in at 12,000 to 15,000 feet, they began coming in very low at some 1,200 to 
1,500 feet. Now harder to hit, another problem dawned. In the case of a miss, the spin 
activated self-destruct switch did not activate before the miss hit the ground. Urgent messages 
went back to APL in USA for help. The self-destruct reed switch operated by the decay of spin 
of the shell. New destruct switches were designed in 48 hours, quickly made by Crossley Corp 
for the British 3.7 inch and the American 90mm guns and flown to Antwerp after Winston 
Churchill secretly authorized a fleet of Lancaster bombers to fly them there. The overall kill of 
2,183 out of 2,394 from the Antwerp V-1’s is 91.2%      

 
 
Reuters: ABC news 18th January 2018 

A piece of the Union Jack believed to have been flown from the flagship of Britain's 
Lord Horatio Nelson's fleet during the Battle of Trafalgar has sold for $515,000 at an 
auction in London. 
The item was part of a collection of Lord Nelson's memorabilia that went up for sale at 
auctioneers Sotheby's on Thursday, and included weapons, his "grog chest" and personal 
letters. 

The battle of Trafalgar was a naval clash that took place in 1805, and saw the British defeat a 
numerically superior French and Spanish fleet. Lord Nelson was fatally wounded during the 
battle, which cemented his status as a national hero in Britain.  

The 86-centimetre by 92-centimetre flag fragment, dubbed "The Victory Jack", had an 
estimated price of between $138,000 and $173,000. 

"The flag has a wonderful story," Gabriel Heaton, specialist for books and manuscripts at 
Sotheby's, said. "It was used as part of the great ceremonial funeral of Nelson after his death 
at the battle. And pieces of it were broken up and kept by the loyal sailors who had lost their 
very, very deeply loved commander." 

The last surviving complete Union Jack flag flown at the battle fetched $666,000 in 2009, 
more than twenty times its estimated price. 

Another auctioned item, a portrait of Lord Nelson's mistress Emma Hamilton, sold for 
$640,000, significantly more than the estimate price of between $260,000 and $347,000. 
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Heraldry Column  
 

 
 

Tasmanian Defence Forces Commission  
For  

Francis Knowles Miller of Burnie 
Lieutenant 

Auxiliary Force 
21 February 1892 

 
Webbing Column  
 
Entrenching Tools and their carriers 1880 - 1988,  
 
Part 1 –1888 - 1919 - John L 
 
Entrenching Implement 1882 Mk I 
 
This Implement and its Frog were introduced in the List of Changes 4153 and varied from the image of 
the Mark II below in that screws were used in its construction not rivets. 
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Entrenching Implement 1883 Mk II 
 
The Mark II was introduced in the List of Changes 4585 and as noted above it was riveted together. No 
doubt field use of the Mark I revealed the inadequacy of screws in holding the implement together.  
 
The below example was made by EDW LUCAS&SON NEAR SHEFFIELD 1883 and the marking is 
stamped into the blade. 
 
These implements have turned up in Australia 
 

 
 

[J Lennox Collection] 
 

The below two Marks may have been used in Australia although I have not seen examples of them. 
 

Entrenching Implement 1886 Mk III 
 
This pattern was introduced in the List of Changes 5000 and differed in that its blade was wider than the 
two previous Patterns. 
 
Entrenching Implement 1888 Mk IV 
 
This pattern was introduced in the List of Changes 5611 and differed from the earlier Patterns in that the 
tangs securing the blade to the shaft extended up under the ring and between the tangs of the handle. 
 
Carrier Entrenching Tool  
 
The buff leather carrier had two loops at the top, one which the waist belt slid through and the other the 
bayonet frog belt loop. The handle was inserted into the closed pocket on one side and held into the 
open pocket on the other by means of a securing strap. A small leather strap was used to fasten the shaft 
to the bayonet frog. 
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The Entrenching Tool Carrier 
[Drawing by P Turner] 

 
 
 
 

 
Intrenching Tool , Head, Helve  (List of Changes 14796) 
and  
Web Equipment Pattern 1908 Carrier Head and Carrier Helve (List of Changes 
14795) 
 
The Mills Carrier Head in battle order attached to the short straps at the rear of the waist belt an in 
marching order was located on the right hip with one back strap and the end of the right brace strap 
holding it in place. The water bottle carrier was also attached to the same straps but on top of the carrier. 
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Carrier Head 
[AWM image] 

 
 The Carrier Helve  buckled to the small strap sewn to the rear of the bayonet frog after the bayonet 
scabbard passed through the loop below the buckle. The Helve was passed through the loop to the side 
of the scabbard loop and the Helve secured by means of the press stud on the top strap. 

 
 

Carrier Helve 
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Intrenching head 

Marked 
KAY MFG 

1914 
 

 
Helve is marked  

P↑H  
Head is marked 
AUSTRALIA  

And 
BROWN&SON 

1917 
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MELBOURNE  
The Carrier is marked  

WDONNEY 
MANUFACTURE 
BRISBANE 1916 

This leather goods manufacturer operated in Warren St , Valley 
[J Lennox collection] 

 
 
Arms Column  
 
Amoskeag  Auction USA 17th November Sale 116/s1 Lot 32 
 
Description: serial #242, 30-40 Krag, 30" round barrel with a bright excellent bore. These 
unique rifles were manufactured by John. H. Blake of New York City beginning in the 1890's 
and running into the early 20th century. Very little is known about the company, but they made 
rifles such as this that were submitted for U.S. Military trials and they also adapted this action 
to sporting arms. 

The condition of this rifle is wonderful with the metal surfaces retaining about 80% original 
blue finish which is thinning evenly and blending with a pleasing smooth brown patina in areas 
of loss. The walnut buttstock, fore-end and handguard all show 95% original finish remaining 
with just a few scattered light and minor handling marks. The pistol grip is chequered as was 
standard and this checkering remains strong. The rifle features a removable tin rotary magazine 
which remains present. 

There is no maker name on the rifle, merely the serial number and on the left side "SINGLE" 
and "RAPID" labelling each end of the magazine cut-off lever. These rifles were not looked 
upon favourable by the ordnance board and failed to garner much commercial interest, 
therefore production was quite limited. This is a great example of these peculiar American bolt 
action magazine rifles. 

 

Overall view 
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LHS receiver 

 

EHS Receiver 

 

 

Top of Receiver 
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Edged Weapons Column 
 
Unknown Scabbard 
 

 
 

The above image was sent to the Editor by Jeff C and was cut from an old catalogue since lost. 
It appears to be an Owen Gun bayonet and was photographed along side a Machete bayonet. 
 
Any information relating to it would be gratefully received. 
 
Artillery Column – John L 
BL 15 pounder on NSW Special Carriage  
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The history of the Ross gun starts with the New South Wales ‘A’ Field Battery which is the 
oldest permanent unit of the Australian Army. It was initially formed in 1871 as part of the 
New South Wales Defence Forces. In 1885, it formed part of the contingent sent by the NSW 
Government to the Sudan to avenge the death of General Gordon.  On 14 July 1899 Queen 
Victoria approved the title Royal Australian Artillery for Victorian, Queensland and New 
South Wales Field Artillery units. 

It was not until 1902 the Field Artillery units of the other States were to receive the Royal title 
and it was at this time that all Artillery units received the title Royal Australian Artillery 
Regiment1. 

In December 1899 ‘A’ Battery of the New South Wales Royal Australian Artillery was sent to 
South Africa as part of the Second NSW contingent to the Boer War.  The 15 pounder guns 
were sent with the contingent. The Battery remained in South Africa until August 1901 when it 
embarked for Australia. Its strength was 7 officers, 170 other ranks and 148 horses, 6 guns, 6 
wagons and 6 carts. Five men were veterans of the earlier Sudan Contingent.  

Due to sickness and the resulting invaliding of members back to Australia a Draft of 44 
reinforcements and 19 horses were sent in 19012. At this time ‘A’ Battery consisted of six 
guns, two were on New South Wales Special Carriages and the other four were on Mark I 
carriages. 

                                                 
1 A Bty NSWA became A Bty, NSW Regiment of Royal Australian Artillery on 24 August  1899 [NSWGG No. 719 of 5 

Sep 99] and became A Bty, Royal Australian Artillery on 1 July 1902 [CAG No. 44 of 12 Sep 02].        
2 Records of Australia’s Contingents to the War in South Africa  1899 – 1902,  P Murray, 1911,  
Government Printer Melbourne 



 17

In South Africa ‘A’ Battery was initially attached to General Settle’s column in NW Cape 
Colony. Following successful operations by this column the Battery was broken up, follows: 

Left Section  joined Colonel Crabbe’s Column 

Centre Section  joined another Column 

Right Section  remained at Draghoender 

Headquarters  remained at Draghoender 

The left section joined Colonel Crabbe’s column on the Orange River in operations against De 
Wets Commando and was instrumental in capturing his guns. This section was later attached to 
Lt. Colonel Grenfell’s Column in operations around Graaff-Reinet. The right section was also 
re-allocated in November 1900 to operations around Vryburg and during one action one of the 
two guns in this section fired 190 rounds and suffered a fatality when Gunner Gowing died of 
wounds. 

The Battery returned to Australia in 1901 and was renamed ‘A Instructional Cadre’ in 1903. In 
1904 the Battery received a Kings Banner from King Edward VII, the only Australian Artillery 
unit to receive this honour. These colours are currently laid up at the Australian War 
Memorial. 

New South Wales and Victoria Field artillery units were the first to receive 18 Pounder guns 
after Federation. As Sth Australia, Tasmania and Western Australia had older 12 Pounder guns 
some of the 15 pounders were transferred to those states until additional 18 Pounders could be 
purchased. 

In 1912 both the 15 pounder gun at Ross War Memorial and the 15 pounder gun now at the 
Sheffield RSL were transferred to the Saluting Battery, Queens Domain, Hobart. When the 
Department of Defence transferred the ownership of the Battery to the Hobart City Council to 
enable the construction of the Cenotaph the guns of the saluting battery were offered to the 
community, Ross, Oatlands, Perth and Sheffield were the recipients 

The gun at Sheffield RSL is the same type of gun as that at Ross; however it is not in as good 
condition as, for reasons unknown, it was buried for a time, then dug up and sited at its present 
location.  

Recently the Ross gun was completely restored. 

 

 

 

 

 

Saluting Battery 

Hobart 

Circa 1904 
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Australia’s Colonial Fortifications  
 
In Volume 32 No1 I provided some information on George Priestley an ex British Army Officer who 
settled in Tasmania. Among the material I have of his is a publication with his personal inscription 
within. 

 
 
 
 
 

This publication was produced by Thomas KIMBER B.A. late of Kings College to support Army 
Officers in their preparation for promotional examinations. Officers were required to answer 60 
questions from the book and produce drawings in various scales. 
 
The book has many drawings of Vauban Forts and more detailed drawings of the varying parts of his 
designs. As the inscription was dated 1853 it is reasonable to assume that Vauban’s designs were 
considered as influential and required learning by Officers. 
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Above are examples of the drawings of Vauban’s System from Kimber’s book 
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Sébastien Le Prestre de Vauban (5 May 1633 – 30 March 1707) was born in France, educated by 
Carmelite Nuns in mathematics, science and geometry. He later served in the French Army and was 
devoted to the King.  During his service he was involved in 10 sieges and placed in charge of building 
37 new forts in France and rebuilding some 300 others. He also developed a concept of attacking forts 
by construction of progressive parallels to enable artillery to be brought in close to walls as well as a 
“Forlorn Hope” that would eventually scale the breach and hopefully take the fort. 

 

 
A Typical Vauban Fort 

 
 
Having studied the Napoleonic Wars I was aware of the many sieges that the Duke of Wellington 
undertook in the Peninsula Campaign which involved some sieges of Vauban Forts. I had also visited 
Quebec City and explored the old city which had successive developments from 1608 through to the 
early 20th Century. Within the older walled city was a Citadel on Vauban’s design. 
 
His designs might be found in Europe and the Americas and may be constructed of earth or of 
substantial masonry in a complex array of progressive defences as above. The moats may be dry or 
water filled. 
 
Shown below are some of the forts which incorporate Vauban’s designs, 
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Fort Anne 

Nova Scotia, Canada 1702 
 

 
 

Fort Manoel Malta 1735 
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Fort George Scotland 1748 
 

 
 

Citadel Quebec 1820 
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Fort Monroe Virginia USA 1834 
  
Following the trail of Vauban’s designs and given the Kimber Text book I wondered what influence 
Vauban’s designs had on our Colonial Australian Forts. Following below are some images of Australian 
Forts. 
 

 

 
 

Fort Scratchley Newcastle 1877 
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Fort Glanville South Australia 1878 
 

 
 

Fort Lytton Queensland 1880 
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Fort Alexandra Hobart 1880 
 

 
 

Fort Largs South Australia 1888 
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Bluff Battery Bellerive 1880 
 
What became obvious was that apart from some very minor layouts at Bluff Battery, Bellerive much had 
changed in the period 1840 – 1870 not with standing the Kimber text book of 1852. 
 
What changed? 
 
I am of the view that Sir George Armstrong was the catalyst of change with his development of artillery 
and as a result the influence it had on military thinkers like Sir William Jervois R.E.  The development 
of rifled cannon, some weighing up to one hundred tons, explosive shells and improving powders which 
gave greater range led to a new approach to fortifications. 
 
The new designs of cannon were generally emplaced in circular or semi circular emplacements and here 
in Australia the fortifications are all located on water approaches to the primary cities. This was due to a 
view that the greatest threat was from raiding Naval vessels whereas in other parts of the world the 
threats to major population centres was generally by land hence the need for all round defensive works. 
 
Fewer guns were needed to keep prospective raiders away although some of our forts envisaged the 
possibility of attack from the land and provided moats (dry and wet), caponier’s and rear walls with 
firing steps for small arms, machine guns and light artillery. 
 
 
 
Bibliography 
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Tasmanian War Memorials and Honour Boards  

 
Ross Memorials 
 
Many will have visited Ross and visited the Towns memorial on Main Street. Initially the Boer War 
Memorial to Trooper Albert Edward Fitzallen stood outside the Town Hall but was relocated along side 
the WW1 memorial when that was installed. Subsequently a Field gun was included in the memorial 
and memorials to those who served in WW2 and Korea. 
 

 
 

Memorial to Tpr. A E Fitzallen 
1st Commonwealth Horse 

Died as a result of enteric fever 30 April 1902 
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WW II Memorial 
 

 
 

Korean War Memorial 
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WW I Memorial 
Note the sandstone Board of Ordnance building in the left background 
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Book Reviews and Useful websites 
 
No Front Line – Australian Special Forces at War in Afghanistan – Chris Masters 
RRP $35 or available on Kindle 
 
This recent book by well known ABC Journalist Chris Masters is not an official history 
but it is none the less a very in depth account of every rotation and their actions in 
Afghanistan. Chris was the only journalist to be imbedded with the Australian Forces in 
ISAF. He subsequently conducted interviews with many veterans and has been involved 
with the AWM in curating the Afghanistan exhibition.  
 
Chris covers not only the politics of our involvement but also the local politics and 
operational direction of our special forces and their relationships with the other foreign 
armies operating in Afghanistan. What I found surprising was the depth of the “beret 
war” between SAS and 4 RAR(Cdo) and subsequent Commando units.  
 
Every action that occurred is described in detail including the various firearms that were 
used. I was surprised that Ben Roberts Smith VC preferred arm was an M14. Chris has 
interviewed many of our soldiers and has vivid accounts of every action and death or 
injury to our soldiers and our military dogs.  He also explores some of the contentious 
issues, the collateral deaths, did we achieve any thing for the Afghan people in Uruzgan  
and the more recent investigation into allegations that many natives killed were not 
Taliban and things were done to cover up the killings. 
 
It is a book I could not put down and I highly commend it. It is available in pareback for 
around $35 or on Kindle. 
 
Speaking of Uruzgan Chris favourably mentions a DFAT officer Fred Smith in the book. 
For those who like music with some meaningful lyrics I also commend Fred’s CD 
Dust of Uruzgan and his more recent Home. Both CDs have lyrics about real Aussie 
soldiers who did their duty but paid a high price for that duty on our behalf. 
A You Tube search for the first mentioned CD will introduce you to his music. 
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Re Enactments 
 

 
 

Finish Line 2017 Sydney Hobart Yacht Race 
 
 

 
 

First across the line 


