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Southern Report North Western Report
Militaria Column
3

Trench Periscopes used by British and Australian soldiers
In issue Cannon Fire Vol 3 No 2 one of our members wrote about a WWI periscope device that could be
attached to the bayonet. In this edition we will look at other periscopes that were use in both World
Wars.
As the Western Front settled into trench warfare it was quickly realised that that whilst you needed to
keep an eye on the enemy poking your head above the parapet was not advisable and could lead to a
permanent headache. Very quickly simple solutions were found including to previously discussed
device that attached to the bayonet.
Periscopes were manufactured by other belligerents in both world wars and some were more elaborate
in that they were tripod mounted.
Later other more elaborate periscopes were designed.
Periscope No 9 Mark III 1917 by Trenchscope Co. 1917
An early solution was this wooden box periscope that could be dis assembled into two sections

4

Trench Periscope No 2 by R and J Beck Ltd.

This Periscope is very well made as is its leather carrier. The carrier contains the periscope and the
junction nut which attached to the bottom of the periscope and into which the wooden handle is
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screwed. The nut has a small sliding arm to enable the tightening up of the nut to the periscope. The
wooden handle once removed from the side of the carrier is screed into the nut.
Periscope No 14 Mark II

This periscope from WWII is very similar to the one above in its general design although it has had
some design changes in the body.
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Periscope No 14 TPL Mark IV R&J Beck Ltd
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Heraldry Column
Australian Civil Affairs Unit Arm Patch
This unit arrived in South Viet Nam in June1967 and by 1970 the unit strength was 55 men. A year later
it had grown to 450 as the Army saw a need to win hearts and minds as a way to draw villagers away
from the Viet Cong.
The unit Commander had a pennant on his Land Rover reflecting the rationale of the unit. The unit
conducted a wide range of activities such as building class rooms, public toilets, Southern Cross Water
Pumps, road as well as providing medical services to villagers and handing out various products to
them.
Evaluation of the program did not indicate that the villagers associated to
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J Lennox Collection

Webbing Column
Web Equipment Pattern 1925 – John L
A recent addition to the collection from Canada is an Infantry set of load carrying equipment that has
due to its nomenclature caused some confusion due to the three sections that make up the belt.
Canada had introduced a set of equipment with a belt comprising three sections made by the Mills
Equipment Company in 1913 with a nomenclature of Web Equipment Pattern 1913. The Canadian
Army had previously purchased Pattern 1908 Equipment (Canadian Pattern) but decided to purchase
5000 sets of Pattern 1913.
Post World War I the Mills Equipment Company designed a set of equipment with the nomenclature
Pattern 1919 Rifle Equipment. This set was also used by the Royal Navy in a grey colour but was not
successful in sales to the Army due in large part to the substantial stocks of Pattern 1908 in store.
Mills Equipment Company had modified the Pattern 1913 Equipment and redesignated it as W.E.
Pattern 1919 with a two-piece rucksack. The number of ammunition pockets were reduced. The RAF
purchased this equipment in 1927 and designated it as W.E. RAF Pattern 1925 in a blue grey colour
This was also purchased by the Royal Canadian Air Force.
The Canadian Government in 1920 approached the British Government to obtain a large quantity of this
Pattern 1908 Equipment but were unsuccessful as the reply indicated that it had disposed of the surplus.
The Canadians then purchased in 1928 the W.E. Pattern 1919 but with the haversack and designated it
W.E. Pattern 1925. The lower section of the rucksack was not purchased although the Canadian
nomenclature refers to the top section as “Rucksack”.
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You will notice in the below images that the Cartridge Carriers attach to the short belt section which
allows adjustment for individual fitting of the equipment. What is not obvious is a brass press stud on
the belt section which the bayonet frog attaches to, to fix its location on the belt.
The Entrenching Tool is the same as that used with the Pattern 1908 Equipment. All components are
stencilled M.E.Co.1927.
The Rucksack is similar in size to the Pattern 37 Haversack and when carried the shoulder straps clip to
the buckle on top of the Ammunition Carriers the same as in W.E. Pattern 1937. However the wide
section of the Shoulder Strap is sewn to the top of the Rucksack with a buckle that provides length
adjustment for individual fitting.
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Rucksack
The two horizontal straps were used to attach other items of equipment such as a
Shovel, pick or an axe.

Bibliography
Tangled Web, Canadian Infantry Accoutrements 1855- 1985 by Jack Summers 1992
Web site www.karkeeweb.com

Arms Column
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Tasmanian Martini Henry Artillery Carbine – David C

I have just acquired this Tasmanian Marked Artillery Carbine with a fitted Morris Tube. The stock is
marked as can be seen in the below image. The arm is in excellent condition and complete with cleaning
rod.

I contacted John L who provided the following information from his data base. He has only observed the
below shown MH Artillery Carbines. The majority of these were issued to the Warders at the Hobart
Gaol.
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Stock
TG 330
TG 321
TG 320
TG 332
TG 218
TG 334

2
Goal 3
Goal 1
goal 4
Gaol 6

John L also checked his data base of over 500 Southern Tasmanian Volunteer Artillery members which
has revealed only eleven M H Arty Carbines shown as issued to STVA and these are all post 1893. Most
Gunners were issued with Martini Henry Rifles. He also indicated that he is only aware of one image of
Artillery Gunners with Carbines and that the image is likely that of the Tasmanian Permanent Artillery.

Muzzle with Morris Tube

Detail of Receiver Markings

Note: John L has a data base of STVA and Tas. Permanent Artillerymen which includes Name, address,
Trade, period of enlistment and other information made in some instances about their abilities or lack
Thereof. Some discharge certificates are also on the data base. It covers the period 1879 – 1891

Edged Weapons Column
A Touch of Class – Richard D
Photographed below is a most attractive French sword. Overall 38” with a 33” blade which
alters in profile from flat at the forte to a single broad fuller midsection, finally terminating in
double fullers towards the point. The blade is blue and gilt with integral panels of silvered
decoration. The grips are mother of pearl which are quite common in French and European
dress swords. These are easily damaged but, in this example, remain in excellent condition. In
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an attempt to date precisely I contacted a sword collector in France who indicated late Empire
or early Restoration, so c. 1815. He thought the sword could have been manufactured for a
member of the Institut de France or possibly a high-ranking artillery officer given the crossed
cannon on the guard. In forty years of collecting he had not seen one similar. Like many highend decorative swords manufactured in this period they were bespoke with no adherence to
patterns as seen for cavalry troopers’ swords for example.

Note the detail of the Roman armour including helmet, crossed cannon and pennants
on the guard. On the opposite side (worn against the body) is a laurel wreath which is
emblematic of victory.

Below left is the lovely detailed pommel. Drawing on the mythology of the ancients I suspect
this to be Minerva who amongst other things was the Roman god of warfare and wisdom. The
knuckle-bow sports a lion mask on either side, a symbol of courage, nobility and strength. All
the metal fittings were originally gilt but this is mostly worn with only the protected areas now
displaying the original finish. Years of grime have accumulated amongst the chased detail as
can be seen around the eyes in both photos. Careful cleaning over time will further enhance
the detail.
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Some examples of the blade decoration including stands of arms which typically incorporate
flags/banners, kettle drums, cannon, shields, Roman armour and helmets. Other features may
be purely decorative, but many are usually allegorical with their origins unknown to me.
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Artillery Column – John L
Citadelle de Port Louis, Lorient FRANCE
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Aerial view of the Citadelle taken at low tide

Lorient is situated on the coast of Britanny and has a number of fortifications around its harbour that
from various periods. The Citadelle is the most prominent and its initial construction occurred in 1590
but it was later partially demolished and rebuilt under the direction of Vauban. It is part of a larger
walled city that once was the base of the French East India Company.
During WW2 it was manned by the German Army and provided protection to the substantial U Boat
Pens on the inner harbour. It also housed at this time captured French Resistance fighters 69 of whom
were executed prior to the arrival of the allies.
The fort is entered by a bridge to the Half Moon (the arrow head section with the red roofed building)
If permitted to proceed one is then able to cross the second bridge into the Citadelle proper. The large
central square is the parade ground surrounded by the administration and barracks. To the top left of the
image is a small slate roofed building which is the magazine and its construction is very similar to the
Queen Victoria Magazine in Hobart. The long slate roofed building to the left of the magazine is the
arsenal. Beneath the parade ground is a large water cistern and the site had vegetable gardens to support
the soldiers in a siege.
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Gate on Half Moon

2nd Gate to Citadelle
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Magazine in foreground and Arsenal behind
Within the Citadelle are two museums and a number of pieces of artillery..
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Left gun dated 1840
Right gun date illegible
Both appear to have been fitted with either a flintlock or percussion ignition system.
The left tube also appears to have been fitted with a sighting device on the left side.

Another of the many tubes on display but unfortunately there was no information and most
were in poorly lit areas of the Citadelle.
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The Keroman German U Boat Base 2019
It is largely undamaged from the repeated bombings, so the Allies decided to fire bomb
the town of Lorient to deprive the German sailors of a rest and recreational location.
Residents were advised by a leaflet drop to vacate the town before the bombing.

Lorient post Fire Bombing. Note how the rubble has been stacked as part of the reconstruction post war.
Lorient unlike many of the cities and towns in Britanny has no medieval buildings and is a modern city.

Tasmanian War Memorials and Honour Boards

21

Book Reviews and Useful websites
The Australian Army at War 1976 – 2016, Leigh Neville, Osprey Men at Arms Series No 526
A useful addition to your library if you are interested in Uniforms and Equipment. Only observation is
the illustrations of the various camouflage patterns are not very useful in identifying the changes that
occurred. Available on kindle as well.
New Zealand Dress Regulations 1852 – 1909, Barry O Sullivan
Available from the Author,
Barry O’Sullivan
Student, Researcher, Author and Collector
Pre 1945 New Zealand Militaria
Army, Navy, Air Force, Home Guard, Merchant Navy and Home Front
This is an excellent publication with numerous colour images of uniforms, badges, equipment and
original images of many of the uniforms being worn. Whilst it is of NZ units many of the uniforms are
of a pattern worn by the British Army and our Australian Volunteers.
For more information
You can pay via PayPal 75.00 plus 27.00 postage to Australia
Total to pay $102.00NZD
You can pay via Pay Pal at barrylisa@xtra.co.nz
Or into my NZ bank account

Account name:
L G & B J O'SULLIVAN
Account number:
38-9004-0051180-00

Club Notes
Queens Domain and Cornelian Bay Land Care Group at the Queen Victoria
Powder Magazine.
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On the 25 July members of the above group and a number in international student volunteers came to
the QVPM to assist the club in removing noxious weeds (primarily gorse). Following their work they
were given a presentation on the Magazine.
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Meetings
Following the recent closure of the Glenorchy RSL due to financial difficulties there was initial
Concern from a number of organizations that conducted regular meetings there that they needed
to find a new home however due to the efforts of some of our members Glenorchy City Council
staff were able to allow all the affected clubs to continue to use the meeting room until such time
as the buildings future is decided.
Until that point is reached we will continue to meet at that location on the usual 2nd Wednesday each
month at 7.30pm.

Re Enactments
At our next meeting will discuss the future of our participation in re-enactments for the many
community organizations we have in the past supported. Our membership is aging and with it
unfortunately some are experiencing health difficulties and others are travelling both intra/inter state as
well as overseas to enjoy their retirement.
We might conduct a survey of those who participate to gauge their ability to soldier on.
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